24 MAR 1999

BAR COUNCI L TOLD NOT TO | NTERFERE | N APPO NTMENT OF JUDGES

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- The Bar Council has been rem nded
not to interfere or question the appointment or pronotion of judges as the
| aw and procedures for it are laid out in the Federal Constitution

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk |brahimAli
said menbers of the Bar Council should read the rel evant provisions of the
Federal Constitution instead of urging Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmed to consult them before the appoi ntnents are made.

"Lawyers shoul d realise that anything done outside the requirenents of
the Constitution may result in the appointnments being declared illegal by
the Courts,” he said when net after sending off Dr Mahathir to Makkah at
the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang today.

| brahi m was commrenti ng on one of the resol utions passed by the Bar
Council at its annual general neeting on Saturday.

The Bar Council ampbng others called for a formal inquiry by an
i ndependent Royal Conmi ssion to investigate allegations of judicial
i nproprieties, intimdation of |awers by the use of contenpt powers and
appoi nt ment and transfer of judges.

| brahi m said the government was aware that renoving a judge fromoffice
entailed very stringent procedures and to ensure the right person is
appointed to the superior courts, they must first be appointed Judici al
Conmi ssioners for at |least two years.
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