22/ 06/ 1999

Bar Council voices surprise at remark

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Bar Council today expressed surprise at the
assertion by Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk I brahimAli that its
menber s had been naki ng destructive criticisns agai nst the Governnent.

Bar Council president R R Chel varajah said of the 36 council menbers,
only the president was authorised to nake statenents or speak to the Press
on behal f of the body and, in his absence, the vice-president or the
secretary.

"l don't know where he got the inpression that council nenmbers have been
maki ng derogat ory st at enents about the Governnment as, to ny know edge,
only | or the vice-president have made Press statenents,"” he told the New
Straits Tines.

I brahim who is Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent, said
at the Umo general assenbly yesterday t he Gover nnent mi ght reviewthe Bar
Council's position as its nenbers had been runni ng down t he Gover nnent and
the judiciary lately.

Chel varaj ah said official Press statenents by the council had al ways
been consistent with the principles of denocracy, rule of | aw and due
admi ni stration of justice.

"W rmake t hese statenents without fear or favour, without regard to our
own interests or that of our nmenbers," he said, adding that the uppernost
consi deration was to uphol d the cause of justice.

However, Chel varaj ah said, |brahi mshould realise that nmenbers of the
Bar were not necessarily nenbers of the Bar Council.

"Any | awyer can stand up and say anything, but it is incorrect to say
that it is the Bar Council saying it."

On I brahim s statenent that the Governnment ni ght consi der maeking t he
Attorney- General council president, Chelvarajah pointed out that | eaders
such as Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and fornmer Prime Mnister the late
Tun Hussein Onn had sai d the i ndependence of the Bar Council shoul d be
respect ed.

"Unl ess the people who | ead the Bar are elected by its nenbers, it
cannot be independent,” he said.
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