25/ 06/ 1999
Bari san el ecti on machi nery activated, says Mahathir

Lokman Mansor
BARI SAN Nasi onal (BN) has activated its el ection machinery and is ready to
face the com ng general elections, Prine Mnister and BN chai r man Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says.
"We have to prepare fromnow. The el ections can be call ed anyti me, not
| ater than June 2000. BN is ready to face any challenge,” he said at a
press conference after chairing the BN suprene council neeting in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.
Dr Mahathir said the neeting saw | eaders of BN conponent parties
di scussi ng preparations for the el ections, but did not gointo nam ng
candi dates or allocating seats.
"We must close ranks inthe BNto face the el ections as a united and
strong party. Any m sunderstandi ng between parties or w thin component
parties nust be put inthe freezer... after the el ections they can be
defrosted," he said.
Dr Mahat hir said the neeting al so di scussed donesti c i ssues whi ch may be
brought up by BN ahead of the elections, including rural devel opment and
t he econony.
"The rural areas are the stronghold for the BN, and we bel i eve we can
address many probl ens there, including education, so that when the
el ections are held these problens will be resol ved," he added.
The Prime M nister renained el usi ve when asked i f the el ections m ght be
called early. "Maybe this year, maybe next year, maybe in two nont hs,
three nonths, four nonths, five nonths..."
Dr Mahat hir said the canpai gn period should not be too long as this
could I ead to tension which is unhealthy.
On whet her the registration of 650,000 newvoters this year is taken
into considerationin deciding the election date, he said: "W will take
that into account. Fromour checks nost of these new voters are BN
supporters, so it is no problemfor us."
To a question, Dr Mahathir said the BN suprene council will holdits
next meeting when necessary, but it need not do so to deci de on candi dates
for the election.
"W will decide on the candidates in our own way. In the end, | nyself
wi || approve candi dates as BN chai rman. Thi s has been our practice and
when candi dat es are naned, all conponent parties will cl ose ranks and
support whoever is chosen," he added.
BNwi Il celebrate its 25th anniversary this year, and has set up an
organi sing conm ttee for the cel ebrati ons, he said. The conm ttee is
chaired by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , and
conpri ses Datuk Mohaned Rahmat as secretary, Tun Dai mZai nuddi n as
treasurer, and the | eaders of all 14 BN conponent parti es.
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