20 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r- Umo ( El ecti on)
BARI SAN NAS|I ONAL READY TO FACE GENERAL ELECTI ON- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad fresh
froma successful Umo general assenbly said today the Barisan Nasi ona
(BN) is now nore than ready to face the general election even if the
coalition has to face the opposition candidates on a one-to-one basis.

"One-to-two or one-to-three doesn't matter to us. W will take on
everybody," the Prime Mnister said when asked if the BN was prepared to
take on the opposition on a one-to-one basis in the com ng genera
el ection.

Speaki ng at a news conference at the end of the four day Umo genera
assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Center here, Dr Mahathir who is also Umo
president, said the party woul d now nove forward and prepare for the
General El ection.

Earlier today Pul au Pinang Parti Keadilan Nasional (Keadilan) |iaison
chief Dr Mansor O hman was quoted as saying that the opposition parties had
agreed that only one candidate representing them would be fielded agai nst
t he BN candi date representi ng Umo.

The opposition pact consists of DAP, PAS, Keadilan and PRM

As the Prime Mnister was wal king to the room where the news conference
was to be held, many Umo del egates and observers expressed their support
for himby shouting "Long Live Mahathir" and "Long Live the Ml ays".

The crowd had to be controlled before Dr Mahathir was able to nake his
way t hrough the door.

Asked whether Umo was stronger and united in facing the genera
el ection, Dr Mahathir said that based on the party's just concluded general
assenbly the menbers were now nore spirited and determ ned to defend and
chanpi on the party.

"They appeared very solid in responding to ny opening speech and at the
cl osing of the assenbly,” he said.

More than 2,000 Umo del egates attended the assenbly, the last for this
century and al so before the general election

Their pledge to defend Umo and the | eadership made in a | oud voice was
extraordi nary, he said.

The Prime Mnister said,” the reception given by the del egates this
year is unusual... they are no |longer confused.... follow ng the explantion
gi ven by ne on various issues including on the sacking of Anwar."

Dr Mahathir also said he would visit the various states to get closer
to Umo nenbers and the people.

Asked whet her the CGeneral Election would be postponed until after the
Anwar sodony case was over, the Prime Mnister said the Governnent could
not do this.

Thi s was because a General Election would have to be called once every
five years, the Prine Mnister said

Repl yi ng to another question, Dr Mahathir said the Anwar case in sone
way woul d affect the BN el ection campai gn as the explanation on the sacking
of Anwar m ght be consi dered contenpt of court.

He said certain quarters mght want to prolong the case to nmake it
difficult for the BNto explain to the people Anwar's sacking should the
general election be held while the case was going on

The Prime Mnister also said that he acknow edged the adni ssion by
former Umo Youth Chief Datuk Ahnad Zahid Ham di that Anwar had urged him
to raise the nepotismand cronyismissues at |ast year's Umo Cenera



Assenbly. "That is his adm ssion and it | ooks as though he wants to be
retained in Umo and | acknow edge his adm ssion."
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