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BARI SAN NASI ONAL SET TO RETAI N SUBANG

By: R Ravi chandran

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 26 (Bernamm) -- While there are many hot seats in
this general election, the Subang parlianentary seat here is no | ess
exciting.

The contest in the constituency will be a one-to-one fight between the
Bari san Nasi onal and Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan).

The BN is represented by Tan Sri Dr K.S.Nijhar who is also the MC
secretary-general and Keadilan by its suprene council menber and soci al
activist, Irene Fernandez. Both are first tinmers.

The three state seats in Subang are Bukit Lanjan, Kelana Jaya and
Subang Jaya. The electorate is made up of mainly busi nessmen,
prof essi onal s, governnent servants, estate workers and squatters.

The total nunmber of voters is 92,794 with Mal ays conprising 48. 65 per
cent, Chinese 32.62 per cent, Indians 18.51 per cent and others 0.22 per
cent.

In the 1995 general election, the BN candi date, Datuk M Mahali ngam won
with a majority of 25,763 votes. Mahalingam polled 37,247 while Usul | udin
Jam | of the now defunct Parti Semangat 46 polled 11,484 votes.

For the Subang fol k, the issues are nore of traffic congestion and
i nfrastructure devel opment such as good roads, relocation of thousands of
squatters, housing and fl oods.

Ni j har who is confident of retaining the seat for BN said he would try
to solve the issues and others including nore schools, public transport and
a better market for the area.

"There are sinple issues |like repairing |eaking pipes and better roads
and drai nage system which have been overlooked in the past. This we can
solve in a shorter tinme. But there are also things which we cannot solve
overni ght," he told Bernana

Ni j har said the BN track record since i ndependence spoke for itself
especially in ensuring continuous progress, stability and religious
freedom

He said Subang voters which also conprised a | ot of well-educated
peopl e would not risk their future and their children by voting the
opposi tion.

"Qpposition firebrand and hi gh-charged politics will not work. Based
fromthe response so far, the Subang voters will reject the opposition,"”
said N jhar who has once served as a parlianentary secretary and now run
his own business. He is also a nenber of the National Econom c Consultative
Counci | .

On the other hand, Fernandez said while giving attention to | oca
i ssues such as the need for a better market in Subang Jaya, her canpaign
focus was nore on national issues such as injustices, m smanagenent and
i ssues related to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

"Wth the response given by the people and the solidarity of other
parties in the Alternative Front, | am confident of w nning," she said.

Fernandez is al so banki ng her chances on issues such as squatter
probl enms, in areas |ike Kanpung Sungai N pah which has seen nany
denonstrations |l ately, housing and the Mal ay votes.

But observers said that the BN chances to retain the Subang
parliamentary seat and three seat seats are boosted by the good track
record of its three previous assenbl ynmen.

I n Subang Jaya, incunbent Datuk Lee Hwa Beng, who is being chall enged



by Ong Ing Siong of the DAP, is a well-known service-oriented | eader while
in Bukit Lanjan the good work done by forner state assenbl ynen Dr Pius
Martin especially the construction of thousands of |ow cost houses in
Sungai Bul oh woul d boost the bid by BN newcomer Lum Weng Keong of the
CGerakan, who is facing DAP's Saw Cheong Teng.

Lee has successfully fought for many things including for a new primary
Chi nese school, upgradi ng of Subang West interchange, approval to build
access road fromd enmarie to Subang Jaya and upgradi ng of main roads in
Subang Jaya and Bandar Sunway, all expected to bring big relief for the
residents affected by traffic congestion.

In Kel ana Jaya, while the BN candi date, Umo's Datuk Mhanmed Mokht ar
Ahmad Dahlan is in a tough fight with PAS candi date Mbhamed Fadzli Abdul
Samat, his track record in tackling squatter problens anong the Ml ays and
I ndi ans woul d cone in handy.

"The opposition can nmake prom ses. But here we are building nore than
7,600 | owcost apartnents just to resettle alnost all the squatters in ny
area," he said.

Mohamed Mokhtar said the majority of Malays would still go for the BN
The formation of 11 Umo branches recently in Subang augured well for the
party.

On the other side, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
presence in Bandar Sunway two days ago for a neet-the-people session which
attracted sone 10, 000 peopl e had al so put BN supporters and workers in high
spirit.

Wth the Chinese voters sentinent very nuch towards the BN and the
I ndi ans voters solidly backing BN candi dates and a solid Umo workforce of
24,000 nenbers, the Barisan Nasional is all set to retain Subang and the
three state seats, though with a reduced mgjority this time around.
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