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Bari san record speaks for itself, but what can the Qpposition offer?

Har dev Kaur

THE crux of the el ectoral contest between the Bari san Nasi onal and t he
Alternative Front lies in what each can offer to the people in terns of
devel oprment and quality of life.

Inthis respect, the facts speak for thensel ves for the BN

Privatisation, Ml aysia |l ncorporated, Look East, New Economnic Policy ...
have all yielded results.

The recent Fornmula 1 race and the Wrld Cup Gol f chanpi onshi p whi ch
ended yesterday are nore proof of the successful manner in which the BN
has proved its worth.

The bottom ine here is that the BN governnent is not short of ideas on
howto i nprove the livelihood of the people and devel op the country.

And this nakes the crucial difference between the BN and the Cpposition.

Gven that the mllenniumis around the corner, this assunes even
greater inportance

Such is the success of the BN formula and policies that even the
Opposi tion has recogni sed themfor what they are worth although it is not
saying so in so nany words.

One exanple of its respect for the BNfornulais the fornulation of its
own Alternative Front where Pas is working with opposition parties
i ncl udi ng the DAP

This is an adnission that the BN has a workable forrmula to bring about
peace, stability, harnmony, progress and devel opnent anong t he vari ous
races in the country.

However one | ooks at it, the Opposition parties do not seemto have a
long-termplan for peace and stability. Nor do they have i deas and vision
on how to take the country forward.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s statenent that the BN
Gover nment does not nake enpty prom ses but delivers what it promsesis a
truism

In addition, it designs and i nplenents a |lot nore but does not even talk
about them before hand.

The proof of the pudding is in the eating, they say, and this is where
the fruits of devel opnent are best appreci at ed.

Saf e drinking water, electricity, paved roads, clinics, hospitals,
school s, and enpl oynment opportunities are exanples of this - the
cul mnation of 42 years of service to the people. The statistics are a
record for posterity.

Per capita incone increased fromUS$300 in 1957 to RV2,805 in 1978 to
RML2, 134 this year

In terns of purchasing power parity, per capitain Malaysia has risento
US$8, 604 this year

There is full enploynent inthe country, despite the financial crisis,
and due to the economic prosperity, nore than two mllion forei gn workers
are enpl oyed.

Mal aysia i s al so recogni sed as bei ng anong t he nost devel oped and
progressive of Islamc countries. It is probably the only Islam c country
that is close to gaining devel oped-nation st at us.

Even during the recent financial crisis, policies were designed and
i mpl enented to protect the population and to ensure that they were not
adversely affected by the activities of currency specul ators.

Mal aysia i s perhaps the only country in the world that maintained price



controls on essential conmmdities even during difficult times such as the
crisis.

Poverty has been reduced to 6.8 per cent of the population this year
agai nst 13.5 per cent in 1996 and froma high of 49.3 per cent in 1970.
What is even nore remarkable is that poverty has been reduced across the
board, in the urban and rural areas and anmong the various races.

The neasure of poverty in Malaysia is not static and the poverty line
has been rai sed fromRW80 a nonth to about RVA00 a nont h.

Even at this higher |evel, the number of those considered to be poor has
been drastically reduced. Unlike nmany other countries, thereis no
absol ut e poverty.

In Mal aysia, according to estimates by the Econom c Pl anning Unit, the
crisis had pushed about 200, 000 nore peopl e bel ow the poverty line or an
i ncrease of 0.9 percentage points of the popul ati on, the snmall est increase
anong the crisis-hit countries.

I n Mal aysi a, progress and devel opnment is not only visible but is also
enj oyed by the people. Many appreciate the conforts and the i nproved
quality of life brought to themby the BN governnent. Life expectancy has
risento 77 years and the nortality rate has declined drastically.

Education is nowavailable to all unlike previously when only a chosen
few coul d dream of going to college or university.

The Governnment has i npl enent ed unort hodox and sonetines "controversial"
policiesinthe interest of its citizens. Many of the policies, given
time, have proven to be beneficial.

The npst recent were the policies designed and i npl emented, such as
selective capital controls, indealing with the financial crisis.

The npst severe test of a governnent's ability is during a crisis. The
BN gover nment, according to Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi , had been "tested" several tines since 1957.

The npst severe economic test of its ability was during the recent
financial crisis. And it has passed with flying col ours.
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