22/ 05/ 1999

Barisan told to prepare for general election

JOHCOR BARU, Fri. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
directed the Barisan Nasional inall States to gear up their machinery for
the general election.

BN secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhamed Rahmat said al t hough the Prime
M ni ster did not mention possi bl e el ection dates, thorough preparati on was
necessary from now.

Dr Mahathir, who i s BN chai rman, wanted t he el ecti on machi nery to be
geared up to ensure that the coalition wuld be returned to power, he
sai d.

"Proper and thorough preparation is part of victory. Therefore, Dr
Mahat hi r wants every BN conponent party to be prepared and strengt hen
their machinery.

"So far, the Prime Mnister is satisfied with the preparati on made by BN
conmponents i n Johor," Mohaned told reporters after Dr Mahathir net State
BN | eaders this norning.

The cl osed-door neeting was al so attended by Menteri Besar Dat uk Abdul
Ghani O hman who is al so State BN chai rman and State Umo |iai son chi ef,
MCA presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and M C deputy presi dent Datuk
S. Subramani am

Earlier, Dr Mahathir had a cl osed-door neeting with | eaders of Johor
Umo i ncl udi ng those fromthe party's Youth and Wanita wi ngs.

The Prime M nister, who was on the second day of his two-day working
visit tothe State, also visited an exhibition put up at the hotel on
products made i n Johor, including furniture and pal moil-based products.

Later in the day, he perfornmed Friday prayers at Felda Tai b Andak nosque
near Kul ai, and addressed the crowd at a neet-the-people session at Fel da
Pengeli Tinmur in Kota Tinggi before returning to Kual a Lunpur via Sultan
Ismail Airport in Senai.
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