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Bari san victory a noral e booster

A. Kadir Jasin
SABAH voters did it again. They proved many doonsayers wrong by giving the
victory to the Barisan Nasional in the Friday and Saturday polling.

Many doomsayers, including fromthe self-proclainmed Islanmc party, Pas,
had predicted the dem se of BN and Umo i n Sabah.

For weeks, Pas' nout hpi ece put out such scream ng headl i nes as: "Pas has
abrilliant future in Sabah", "BNis expected to receive death bl ow',
"Sabah determ nes the |ifespan of Umo", and "Sabah a fertile ground for
Pas".

Ei t her because it was i gnorant about the true nature of Sabah politics
or was the victi mof arrogance, Pas turned out to be both the fool and the
| oser.

Wiile the BN won with a sinple mgjority, Pas not only lost in all the
six constituencies it contested, its candidates | ost their deposits as
wel | .

Al't hough DAP did not take part in the election, it too suffered a bl ow
when its call for the voters to reject the BN was ignored.

Its secretary-general LimKit Siang repeatedly called on the Sabah
voters to nake a special effort to vote for PBS and reject BN

The voters al so i gnored the coneback attenpt by the forner Chief
M nister Datuk Harris Salleh by rejecting all the 48 candi dates of his
Parti Bersekutu Sabah.

Setia, Pasok and I ndependent candi dates suffered t he sane fate when t hey
were outrightly rejected by the voters, thereby turning Sabah i nto a two-
party state.

BN s victory this time around represents a truer reflection of the
sentiments of the people. Many areas whi ch were previously won by PBS were
captured by the BN

These incl uded areas where the PBS candi dat es crossed-over to the BN
within days after the results were announced.

The outcome augers well for the State if the bad habit of changing
political allegiance for personal gains is discouraged. Sabah politicians,
in particular those el ected by the peopl e, should show nore respect for
the voters and think | ess of the gains they can make by changi ng parti es.

Even the BN shoul d resist the tenptation to encourage PBS Assenbl ynen
fromcrossing over nowthat it has a confortable majority in the State
Assenbl y.

The party should use its victory at the polls and the six additional
Assenbl ynen it now has the right to nominate to buildits own strength in
t he remai ni ng constituenci es.

If the Umo-Iled BN accepts turncoats, it will reduce its own | egitinacy
as an el ected Governnent, and will lower its ability to build voters'
| oyalty.

The | onpat - nel onpat (crossing-over) politics of Sabah should be put to
an end if the people's choiceis to be respected. Gtherwise we will be
maki ng a nockery of the el ectoral process.

Al t hough Sabah politics is vastly different fromthat of the Peninsul a
States and Sarawak, BN s victory in the State is a noral e booster for the
coalition party in preparing for the com ng general el ection.

*x * * * %
THE Deputy Educati on M ni ster nust have neant well when he, on Mnday,
urged international publishers to establish printing plants here to



produce af f ordabl e versi ons of foreign academni c journals, textbooks and
novel s for the |l ocal market.

Dat uk Dr Fong Chan Onn sai d they could al so publish the works of |oca
aut hors and academi ci ans for distribution here and in other Asian
countri es.

He said such efforts could transformMal aysiainto a centre for the
printing and marketi ng of academ c, scientific andliterary publications.

He said they coul d use Mal aysi a as the base for publishing and printing
materials for international distribution.

But in making the call, Fong appeared to have i gnored the fact that
devel oprent s of the | ast few weeks have rendered our country | east
attractive as a centre for publishing and printing.

Anybody who is famliar with the publishing and printing i ndustry would
have known that | egal suits and hefty clainms are not exactly the things
that endear publishers and printers.

Especi al | y not when they happen as regularly as they do in our country,
particularly in recent weeks, and with nonetary cl ai ns unheard of anywhere
el se in the devel opi ng worl d.

The first recent mega suit was fil ed by busi nessnan M rzan Mahat hir
agai nst the Mal aysian printer of the Asian Wall Street Journal, Star
Papyrus Printing Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Star Publications (Ml aysi a)
Bhd.

It was over an article published by the Arerican-owned newspaper on Jan
4. Mrzan is clainmng danages anmobunting to RML50 million.

Star Papyrus Printing is al so being sued by busi nessnman and newspaper
owner Tan Sri Vincent Tan Chee Yi oun for RM00 million in connectionwth
an article published in the Asian Wall Street Journal on Dec 21, |ast
year.

Tan's newspaper, The Sun, is in turn being sued by Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahi mfor RMLOO million for publishing an article based on a Press
conference by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

The DAP secretary-general joined the fray by filing a R50-m|lion suit
agai nst Utusan Mel ayu Mal aysi a Berhad for publishing in the Uusan
Mal aysi a newspaper an article in which it quoted the Ex-servicenen's
Associ ation as saying that LimKit Siang was not patriotic.

The opposition suprenp then sued the New Straits Ti mes and New Sunday
Times for RMR50 mi|lion each for two cartoons they published on Feb 19 and
Feb 21 respectively, which he clai ned def anmed hi m

These and ot her nmega suits have not only firmy established our society
as alitigious society but one that seeks to use the | egal nmeans for
financial gains rather than to restore "tarnished" inage.

At this juncture, it is advisable for the nedia to be m ndful when
reporting or comenting on people who are filing these nega suits or their
activities.

If it could happen to the Utusan, The Star, The Sun, New Straits Ti nes,
New Sunday Tinmes and Asian Wall Street Journal, it coul d happen to others.
* * * * *

WH LE t he advocates of Internet argue that it nakes access to and control
of information nore equitable, what they dare not speak out is the fact

t hat t he new comuni cati on node has bred irresponsibility on a gl oba

scal e.

The | ack of control of the Internet and the | egal framework that favours
unbridl ed freedomhave, in recent nonths, caused t he degeneration of the
servi ce.

Runour - nongering, which is not exactly a feature of Western society, is
begi nning to be a problem

I nst ead of nmaki ng soci ety nore open and responsi ble, the Internet has



given birth to a breed of users who absol ve t hensel ves of any ki nd of
responsi bility and transparency.

A soci ety once known for openness and willingness to take responsibility
is today grappling with Internet users who seek to hi de behi nd anonynmity.
Yet when the Ml aysi an runour-nongers were flooding the Internet with
lies and half-truths in the nane of Reformasi, many in the West cel ebrated

it as a heal thy devel opment.

The deci si on of the Government to bring peopl e suspected of spreadi ng
fear through the Internet to court did not go down well with them

But now that the sanme di sease threatens to spread in their own society,
the West begins to view Internet runour-nongering differently.

It was reported several days ago that a Seattl e-based financia
education firmhad becone so desperate that it filed a slander suit
agai nst 10 anonynous users of a bulletin board at Yahoo! Inc.

According to the report, the firmhopes to strike a bl ow agai nst the
spreadi ng of runours on the Internet.

The Federal Court suit names 10 "John Does" as defendants and a | awyer
for Seattle-based Wade Cook Financial Corp said it m ght subpoena Yahoo!
a popul ar gateway to the Internet, to hand over the real nanes of the
users. Yahoo! is not a target of the |lawsuit.

The | awsuit cones as debate grows over Internet privacy, with users
fretting about howto protect their identities fromprying eyes and
conpani es conpl ai ni ng about the ease with which rumours are spread over
t he gl obal computer network.

"These John Does are using the anonynmity afforded by the Internet to
danmage the reputation and underni ne the busi ness of a legitinate conpany,
sai d Wade Cook attorney Paul Anderson

"What makes this “virtual attack' even nore egregious is the fact that
t hese fal sehoods are posted on Yahoo! nessage boards for nmillions of
people to read and they cannot be renoved fromthe Internet by the
conmpany, " he sai d.

We in Malaysia should learn fromthis and other lawsuits as a guide in
our continui ng endeavour to nmake the Internet a useful tool of
conmuni cati on.
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