16/ 03/ 1999

Bari san urged not to appoi nt assenbl ynen

PENANG, Mon. - The Barisan Nasional, which won the Sabah el ecti on, was
today urged not to proceed with the appoi nt ment of six nom nated nenbers
inthe State Assenbly al though this was provided for in the State
Constitution.

In maki ng the call, DAP deputy chairman Karpal Singh said the provision
went agai nst the "essence, grain and spirit of denocratic process”.

He urged BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is Prine
Mnister, torefrain frominvoking the provision "so as not to bring
di srepute to the denocratic process as uni versal ly understood".

In the el ection, the BN won 31 seats, one seat short of acquiring a two-
third majority in the assenbly.

Karpal, also Jel utong Menber of Parlianment said by invoking the
provision, the BN woul d have a confortable two-thirds majority.

"Co-option into the State Assenbly is an indirect way of putting into
t he assenbl y soneone who has been rejected by the people in an el ection,”
he said in a statenent today.

"It is reported that forner Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok is
keepi ng an open option to be a nom nat ed assenbl yman, despite having
stated during the el ection canpaign that he would retire frompolitics if
he | ost his Miyog seat. Going agai nst his word woul d be tantanmount to
conmitting deception of the constituents of Myog."

On t he sane subj ect, DAP central executive conmittee nmenber Chow Kon
Yeow cl ai med that al though the BN had been returned to power in Sabah, the
maj ority of Sabah peopl e had voted against it.

"Despite winning 31 of the 48 seats and cl ai ns of overwhel m ng support
for the BN, the ruling coalition had only nmanaged to receive 46.6 per cent
of the total valid votes," said Chow.
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