08 MAR 1999
Sabah- Li kas
BATTLE LOOMS LARGE OVER AFFLUENT LI KAS

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 8 (Bernama) -- Wbrkers are putting the finishing
touches to a RML8 million nosque which stands majestically overl ooking the
Li kas Bay here, a piece of architecture that even outshines the Sabah State
Mosque in downt own Kota Ki nabal u.

In the heat of this state el ection canpai gn, the nosque, a proud
| andmark of the five-year old Barisan Nasional (BN) government, surely
generates considerable interest in the battle to woo the predom nantly
Musl i m voters anong the nearly 26, 000-el ectorate of Likas.

One of Sabah's | argest and nost affluent constituencies, Likas is the
scene of what is billed as a "battle royal e between two forner chief
mnisters, with four others also joining the fray.

Talk in the constituency indicates that it is turning out to be a
neck- and- neck contest between incunbent Datuk Yong Teck Lee, chief mnister
for two years until May |ast year under the rotation system and veteran
Datuk Harris Salleh, chief Mnister from 1976-1985.

The voter profile has even pronpted the Parti |slam SeMal aysia (PAS) to
field a candidate in Yahya Kassim The other aspirants are Parti Bersatu
Sabah's (PBS) Dr Chong Eng Leong, Ganparon Lajah of Setia and Saujin Kadir
an i ndependent.

Yong is president of the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP), a BN
conponent, while Harris | eads Parti Bersekutu.

Yong, insist his aides, knows Likas inside-out. He can also take credit
for the nosque project as its construction started when he was chi ef
m ni ster.

And he is getting good response to his house-to-house canpai gn
i ncl udi ng anmong Muslimvoters, who make up 62 per cent, with 29 per cent
Chi nese and the rest Kadazandusuns and ot hers.

But Yong is the first to admt that he cannot take the challenge from
Harris lightly, although this will be the first time that Harris is
contesting in Likas, having run in rural constituencies in past elections.

VWhen Harris held an open house yesterday, an estimated 5,000 people
filled the | arge conpounds of his residence.

" | amgetting solid support in Likas, both fromthe Mislimand Chi nese
voters," said Harris, who |like Yong, is confident of victory.

The Likas constituency is nostly resided by the nmddle-class to the
very rich. Harris hinself lives there

Likas is likened to a synbolic battle for the BN concept of
power-sharing and its electorate is unlikely to be sentinment-driven when it
comes to Harris' candidacy, according to Dr Mohd Yaakub Johari, the
executive director of the Institute for Devel opnent Studies.

"I don't see it being sentinment-driven anong those who |long for the
good tinmes of 1970s or early 1980s where there was easy noney. | think
voters will assess objectively the performances of the various parties and
t he candi dates thensel ves," he says.

Harris was chief mnister during the "good tinmes" of the mid 1970's to
m d- 1980' s.

Both are good | eaders, nmany opine. And both are afraid of |osing to one
anot her and are canpai gni ng hard.

Harris thinks many Muslimvoters like his strong | eadership style, and
di slike the BN systemof rotating the chief mnister's post, which neans
power -sharing as a way out of Sabah's political instability of the past.



"There will be surprises, the people want nme back and I will win,"
Harris, 68, said in his Likas hone.

This is his second najor attenpt at com ng back to power follow ng his
shock defeat to an infant PBS in April 1985. H's Parti Bersekutu has
fielded candidates in all the 48 state constituencies.

Yong, like Harris, is also banking on Mislim support by virtue of him
bei ng the BN candi date and his performances as the Likas representative for
several terns as well as his days as chief mnister

"On the account of the battle not being sentinment-driven, and the
voters being likely to be objective, | think the incunbent Yong stands a
better chance of wi nning," says Dr Mohd Yaakub.

Harris believes the 7,610 Chinese voters in Likas will give himtheir
votes as they see him as pro-business and can contribute to inproving their
busi ness fortunes and overcom ng the econom c nal ai se affecting the state.

He is also confident that nost of the 16,137 Miuslimvotes will go his
way as he is a Miuslim

Likas is active with a host of retail activities, many of which are run
by Chi nese busi nessmnen.

Harris' opponents have ridicul ed his econom c action and busi ness pl ans
through a bill board placed at the roundabout downtown.

Yong's canp and wor kers pooh-poohed tal k about Chi nese havi ng busi ness
confidence in Harris.

They argued that the Chinese would give their votes to Yong, whose
party enjoys a fairly good support from anong the 300, 000- odd Chi nese in
the state. SAPP is contesting in four other urban areas.

But Bersekutu's Secretary-CGeneral Datuk Monggoh Orrow counters: "Many
Chi nese busi nessnmen want better business and the only politician around
wi t h good busi ness sense and acunen is Harris."

So intense is the battle for Likas that Harris' supporters have al so
hoped to see intra-party squabbles over BN seats allocation spill over to
Li kas for his benefit such as the failure of BNto field Uzair Yahaya, who
heads the Gaya Division of Umo in the constituency.

Uzair, who had expected to be fielded in Likas, was quick to bury such
hopes, by sayi ng:

"W have been canpaigning very hard for Yong and I am 100 per cent for
himas the BN candidate, to the extent that | had sore throat and |ost ny
voi ce. "

He told Bernama that "the Muslins are slowy beginning to use their
m nds instead of their hearts and they will definitely support the BN
candi date".

Uzair added: "Initially, we fought to have a Mislim candi date
considering that there are nore than 16,000 Muslins in Likas but the
| eadershi p has nade a decision and we abide by that ... it is very sinple.”

BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who was here the last few
days to help inprove the wi nning chances of BN candi dates, had poked fun at
Bersekutu, saying if the party's nanme is akin to kutu (lice), and voters
should reject it.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Badawi has on the other hand
asked Yong to work harder to deliver the seat. This was interpreted by many
as a tough fight for Likas.
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