13/ 08/ 1999

Be efficient, Dr Mahathir tells Governnent servants

SEREMBAN, Thurs. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
called on civil servants to be efficient and i npl enent the Government's
policies effectively.

He said the Government's aspirations would remain a dreamif they failed
to do so.

Under the present administration, the country i s already novi ng al ong
the right track towards greater achi evenents.

"I'f we nmake a wong choice, it will be inpossible to achi eve what we
aspire to continue doing," he saidin his neeting with about 2,000 State
Assenbl ynen and Government officers at the nunici pal council hall.

He sai d t he perception that governnents of i ndependent countries should
be able to automatically bring benefits to the peopl e was wong, as there
were countries which failed to do so, despite having achi eved
i ndependence.

"I admt that we have had sone failures, but in nany areas we have been
very successful ," he said, citing the Federal Land Devel opnent Authority's
| and schene and Tabung Haji as some of the country's npbst successful
proj ects.

He al so urged Gover nnent enpl oyees to acknow edge the rol e played by the
private sector and give full support to the Mal aysi a | ncor porat ed concept
aimed at pronoting the private sector's activities.

They cannot regard the private sector as their eneny as the sector is
contributing alot to the Government through taxes.

He al so rem nded Gover nment servants not to demand ki ckbacks fromthe
private sector before approving applications for projects.

Dr Mahat hir spoke on the attenpts by foreign powers to dictate to the
Governnent on econom ¢, political and social issues.

He said the forei gn powers wanted a | eader for Ml aysi a who woul d bow t o
their w shes.

"But my friends and | (in the Governnent) are not willing to bowto
them As |long as we are chosen and can formthe Governnment, we will defend
the country's sovereignty all out and we need (the co-operation) of all
the civil servants and the people.”

Dr Mahathir did not nention names at the function, but it was clear that
he was referring to Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who was sacked i n Sept enber
| ast year as the Deputy Prine Mnister and expel | ed from Umo.

Dr Mahathir said allegations that the Government had victimsed "a
nmenber of its adm nistration” were basel ess.

He sai d several other Government | eaders had been sacked and charged in
court with various crines, but they had not protested agai nst the action
or accused the Governnent as "cruel".

Dr Mahat hir said when the Governnent found that a person was not fit to
be a |l eader, it was its responsibility to renove the person, though he or
she might be a "close friend".

He said one could not place the interest of a friend above that of the
nation as this could |l ead to destruction.

The Prine M nister said he believed Anwar had kept Governnent files
outside the country as he had pl anned to use themto sack nenbers of the
Cabi net he did not |ike when he becane the Prime M nister.

When speaki ng i n Mal acca on Monday, Dr Mahathir had al so said that
Anwar's attenpts to expose Gover nnment weaknesses through letters he



collected while in offi ce showed Anwar had mast ermi nded a conspiracy to
t oppl e the Government .

He said | eaders who mi ght be found unsuitable in future would al so be
di smi ssed.

"That's our stand because we uphol d the principle of adm nistration
based on the law. If they are wong, they will be charged in court and the
court will decide whether they are guilty or not," he said.

Present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohamad | sa Abdul Samad and I nformati on M nister Tan Sri Khal il Yaacob.
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