17/ 06/ 1999
Be close to the people, Umo told

Lokman Mansor

UMNO nust remain cl ose to the people, particularly the younger generati on,
or risk losing their support, its president and Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says.

In other countries, parties |ike Umo which fought for |Independence have

| ost support because of compl acency and did not ensure that their struggle
was al ways under st ood by the peopl e.

Thi s was t he nessage Dr Mahat hir gave to Umo Suprene Council menbers,
Yout h and Wanita executive council nmenbers, and Umo division | eaders at a
cl osed-door pre-council neeting in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

At a press conference after the neeting, the Prine Mnister said while
Umo still has the support of the people, a portion of the younger

gener ation has becone di stanced fromthe party, and this is partly Umo's
own fault.

"Because we want themto concentrate on their education, we did not

bot her themw th politics. But the Opposition parties took the opportunity
to neet with these students and i nfl uence themto hate Umo, " Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Umo' s position has al ways been that these students should only be
activeinpolitics after they have successfully conpl eted t heir studies,
he said.

"When they are in the university, the rakyat is financing themto study
and not for other activities which will jeopardi se their academc
performance, " Dr Mhat hir added.

Asked how Umo wi || respond to the chall enge, he said Umo will explain
and advi se the students about their role; that they have a lot of tinme to
pursue their political anbitions.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo has not | ost support as those who have been
supporting Umo continue to do so.

"The peopl e who have | eft Umo are those who have never been Umo

nmenbers at heart. They are people fromoutside with a different agenda who
joined Umo wi th the hope that they can take over Umo. Those peopl e have
left Umo.

"But we are not gai ni ng new nenbers fromanong t he younger group because
t hey have been influenced by the Cpposition parties.”

Asked about the perception that people join Umo just to becone rich, Dr
Mahat hir said a |l ot of party nmenbers are poor. Some nenbers do becone
rich, as is the case for non-Umo nenbers, even those who oppose the
party.

"Joi ni ng Umo does not ensure that you will be rich.

You becone rich only if you know how t o make noney for yourself, not
because you beconme an Umo nenber. | can show you lots of |ists of

t housands of peopl e who are not Umo nenbers who have gai ned fromthe
devel opnment of this country," he said.

Responding to a foreign journalist's question on how Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi m's case had af fected Umo, Dr Mahat hir sai d he bel i eves peopl e have
generally lost interest inthe former Deputy Prine Mnister.

"At the recent Pas assenbly, nothing was said at all about his case, his
arrest, or his fate. It is a historical event which over tine will be
forgotten. People inthis country still believe we have a good judiciary
and | egal system" he sai d.

Asked if he had indicated to those in the neeting when the general



el ections will be held, Dr Mahathir said: "No, | only asked themto be
prepared. "
On whet her the "surprise" announcenent he is expected to nake when
addressing the Umo General Assenbly this Friday will be the el ection
date, Dr Mahathir said: "That woul d be a surprise. No surprise will also
be a surprise.”
On specul ati on that Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah wi | | be appoi nt ed Kel ant an
Umo chief, he said anything is possible in Umo.
"Politics is the art of the possible and the inpossible. You can
speculate... it makes life nore interesting,” Dr Mahathir said.
The Umo General Assenbly will be held fromFriday to Sunday. It will be
preceded by the Umo Youth and Wanita neeti ngs whi ch begi n today.
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