08/ 03/ 1999
Be disciplined to ensure grow h: PM

Adel i ne Ong
PRI VE M ni st er Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad yest er day urged Mal aysi ans
to be disciplined to ensure growth and prosperity in the country.
"There was an attenpt to force us to bowto certain forei gn agencies
whose obj ectives were to weaken us further but they fail ed.
"This i s because Mal aysi ans are | oyal and di sci plined, the econony is
runni ng snoot hly and strong and we have managed to naintain it as such,”
Dr Mahat hir sai d when addressi ng a gat hering of sone 5,000 Chinese
cal i stheni cs enthusiasts in Kual a Lunpur. The gathering was jointly
organi sed by MCA, Wi -Nei-Tankung and 18th FormTaiji Q Gong
Dr Mahat hir added that it cannot be deni ed that the Ml aysi an econony is
strong because of the wi sdomand efficiency of the Chinese in the econony,
busi ness and industry.
"Wth their abilities, our econonm c and nonetary standi ng was not
af fected al though the ringgit was deval ued and stock prices declined. This
is the product of discipline.
"W can be proud because in our country, we followthe rule of | aw not
just talk about it.
"There are sonme who tal k about the rule of | aw but break the | aw by
havi ng denonstrations. However, nost Mal aysi ans foll owthe rul e of | aw.
"To maintain the rul e of | aw successfully, we have to keep our feelings
and enotions under control and one of the best ways of training oursel ves
to keep our enpotions under control is by carrying out exercises such as
Wi - Nei - Tankung, and Taiji," Dr Mahathir said.
He urged the Wai-Nei Tankung and Taiji Q Gong participants to practice
dai l y wherever they may be
"This will contribute towards a stabl e nation, a nation that can becone
prosperous and whi ch can protect and defend its soverei gnty agai nst
attacks by peopl e who want to deprive us of our independence,” he said.
He al so said that although Malaysia is a nmulti-racial country, the
peopl e are tol erant towards t he various culture, | anguage and way of life
of the various different races.
"It is healthy for the peace and stability of the country. The nethods
taken by MCA, for instance, can forma popul ati on which is disciplined. W\
need | aws to ensure the country is peaceful and devel oped.
"However, |aws are only useful if we heed it. If we have | aws but do not
respect and take heed of them the |laws are not useful to us.
"MCA has shown discipline not only anong its nmenbers and t he Chi nese
comuni ty, and non- MCA and non- Chi nese who foll ow the action taken by MCA
Thi s indi cates sonething good for the country.
"W do not want turnoil in our country. We see that in certain multi-
raci al countries, relations are bad and peopl e are const ant enem es anbng
thensel ves - for exanple in Kosovo and in Northern Irel and.
"However, in Mal aysia, although attenpts have been made to show
i ndi sci pline with denmonstrations and such, Mal aysi ans at | arge prefer | aw
and order," he said.
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