05/ 11/ 1999
Be noderate i n demands (HL)

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday

Mal aysi ans shoul d renenber that they cannot denmand everything for their
own race as this will not be good for national well-being.

He said if every race demanded everything for itself but the country was
not peaceful and did not progress, it would end up getting nothing. It
woul d be nore nmeani ngful, said the Prime Mnister, if each race had a
smal | er share but in an economny whi ch was grow ng.

"So, everyone has to remenber that they cannot demand everything for
thensel ves. This applies not only to the Chinese but also to the
Bumi puteras," he said in an address at a seninar for Chinese schoo
princi pal s.

Dr Mahathir said this in reference to an appeal by Chi nese schools for
the Governnment's hel p in resol ving probl ens such as the shortage of
t eachers, textbooks and workbooks, and school s.

Sayi ng the Governnment would try to sol ve the probl ens, he added that it
was i npossible to satisfy everyone

"Whenever we do sonet hing for one race, we nust consider all races. If
sonet hing i s done without considering the sensitivities, therewl| be
di sappoi nt nent, and t he Gover nment cannot devel op t he country," he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a was uni que i n that the Governnent provided
funds to vernacul ar school s which did not use the national | anguage as
their medi umof instruction

Ot her countries did not have public-funded vernacul ar schools except, to
avery limted extent, in California which had Spani sh school s. Ml aysi an
parents were allowed to send their children to any school, and, in fact,
many Mal ay parents sent their children to Chinese schools, he added.

There was no conpul sion to use the national |anguage but those who went
to vernacul ar school s shoul d al so be fluent i n Bahasa Mal aysi a, he sai d.

Referring to the 1969 racial riots, Dr Mahathir said the Government had
since striven to correct the i nbal ances in politics and the econony, by
giving the Bum puteras a bi gger econom ¢ share and the Chinese a politica
voi ce.

He said it has been the Barisan Nasi onal Governnent's policy never to
excessively favour any one ethnic group and, with this, had succeeded in
mai nt ai ni ng peace and harnony in the country.

"I think the best situation is when everyone is not satisfied - Ml ays,
Chi nese and I ndi ans," he said to uproarious | aughter.

Dr Mahathir said the BN fornul a has been so successful that it was now
being imtated.

"But like all imtation goods, the quality is not there. | hope no one
will betricked by Barisan Tiruan (Imtation Front)," he said, draw ng
anot her burst of |aughter.

On the role of teachers, he said they had a responsibility to inpart
knowl edge to their students. They could have a political stand, he said,
but this should not interfere with their duties.

If they spend their tinme in school instilling hatred in students, they
have failed in their duty. They were traitors, he said, because they were
produci ng a generation w thout know edge and who woul d have no role in the
new know edge- based worl d.

"I aminpressed to see that Chi nese school teachers are nore serious in
i mparting knowl edge to their students," he said.
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