22/ 09/ 1999

Be professional, civil servants rem nded

KANGAR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said civil
servants shoul d be professional in discharging their duties and support
al | government policies and progranmes.

Stressing the i nportance of themsticking to adm nistrative duties, he
sai d, any sabot age of government programes woul d affect the peopl e.

"If they divert fromthis, there will be chaos in the country because
there will be officers attenpting to sabotage policies and progranmes
because of their political beliefs or their loyalty to certain people.

"When governnent programmes fail, it is the rakyat who will suffer," he
said in his address at a | uncheon for community and political | eaders and
government servants at the Menteri Besar's official residence.

Dr Mahat hir said there was no reason for governnent servants to act that
way nerely because of their loyalty to a certain | eader or because they
t hought injustice had been done by sone people to renpve the | eader.

He said they should realise that their loyalty was wi th the Gover nment
el ected by the people and not certain | eaders in the Governnent.

As such, he said, they must continue to strive to inplenent al
governnent policies and progranmes and |l et politicians handle political
probl ens.

He added if they did not |ike the | eaders of the ruling Governnment, they
coul d during the general election, opt to choose ot her peopl e.

"I'f there is a smear canpai gn agai nst the Governnent in office, it wll
creat e doubts between | eaders in the Government and civil servants and
this will affect the administration."

Dr Mahat hir, however, sai d not many governnment servants had devi at ed and
al nost all adminstrators held closely to the principle of professionalism
in discharging their duties.

He sai d they were agreeabl e and | oyal to the present Governnent.

Thi s way, he said, the people could rest assured that should there be a
change i n Gover nnent, whoever formed the Governnent woul d draw up policies
and outline devel opment programes in the belief that all these woul d be
i npl ement ed by professi onal government officers and staff.

Dr Mahat hir said there was no necessity for a forner governnment | eader
to enjoy continuous support of government servants al though he m ght have
during his tenure approved certain facilities and provi ded assi st ance.
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