30/ 09/ 1999
Be proud our PMhas vision and know edge of technol ogy

Geof f Andrew

I MAKE no apol ogy for being an adm rer of the achi evenents and | eadership
of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in maki ng the Mal aysi an
informati on technol ogy and nul ti medi a i ndustry the envy of the world.

Thi s admi ration was hei ghtened | ast week when Dr Mahathir held a
"Di al ogue with the PM' session during the Mil ti medi a Asi a Conf erence at
M nes Exhibition Centre.

Not only did he agree to extend a planned one hour event into one that
exceeded 100 mi nutes, but he al so answered a wi de range of I T-rel ated
guesti ons posed by nmenbers of an audi ence of 400 peopl e conpri sing
Mal aysi ans, foreigners working in Mal aysi a and overseas visitors.

As one of those in the audience, | can say for certain that the session
was entirely unscripted; questions were not "planted" and t hose aski ng
guestions were not pre-selected or vetted.

Wul d any ot her worl d | eader have been willing to subject hinself to an
i mpronptu QRA solely related to I T topics?

More i nportantly, woul d any ot her worl d | eader have been capabl e of
handl i ng such a range of questions about |IT and the K-Econony (Know edge
Econony)? | do not think so. It is also significant that all those who put
forward questions were handl ed with courtesy and all questi ons answered
with authority and with hunour.

Those nenbers of the i nternati onal nedia, who are sonetines critical of
a | ack of transparency in Ml aysia, shoul d ask thensel ves whet her their
Prime M nister or President would be willing to subject thenselves to the
type of session in which Dr Mahathir parti ci pated.

Again, | think not. Al Ml aysi ans should feel proud they have a Prine
M ni ster who has both the vision and know edge of technology to drive the
country forward into the 21st century.

Successful enbracing of I T devel opnents and the K-Econony will surely
determ ne a country's overall success in the com ng years.

Mal aysia is ready to reap the rewards of that vision.
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