29 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
BE READY FOR TOUGHER COWPETI TI ON AHEAD, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wants
| ocal entrepreneurs to armthensel ves with various know edge to face
t ougher conpetition ahead due to increasing openness in trade.

The Prime Mnister says success can only be achieved if they have
strongly positioned thensel ves and have the edge in terns of expertise,
research, information techol ogy and good network.

"I'n facing the econonmic situation in the country, the Malay traders and
entrepreneurs nust intensify their activities so that our econony is really
strong and stable,” he says in his nessage in the Ml aysian Ml ay Chanber
of Commerce Annual Report 1998/99, distributed at its annual general
nmeeti ng here today.

He says that only when the country has succeeded in rehabilitating its
econony can ot her denmands be net.

The success of Malay traders and entrepreneurs in rehabilitating the
economy will give the strength to the government to continue the
devel opnent programres for the people, which have been hanmpered by the
economni ¢ downt ur n.

Dr Mahathir says the support of the Ml ay business comunity is vital
in realising the devel opment objectives for the people.
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