28/ 06/ 1999

Beach unbrel |l as add col our to travel nart

LANGKAW , Sun. - The first-ever Langkawi Travel Mart where internationa
buyers and | ocal sellers transact busi nesses under col ourful beach
unbrel | as was opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
today as part of the "Make It Langkawi " progranme.

Si xty-eight tour operators from28 countries are here for the day-Iong
event at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre in Padang Matsirat.

More than 50 hotels, tour operators and ot her establishnments involved in
the travel trade on the island pronoted their facilities to visitors, many
of whom are deci sion-makers in their own establishnments.

Unl i ke other travel marts where speci al booths are built, the organisers
deci ded on the beach unbrella concept to portray the casual island
at nosphere of Langkaw .

About 90 per cent of the overseas travel agents are first timers which
nmeans a w der overseas narket to tap from

Mal aysia Airlines al so brought in 32 foreign journalists and eight |oca
journalists.

The mart is anong the programes of the "Make it Langkaw " canpai gn by
Mal aysia Airlines and t he Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada) tojointly
pronmote the island resort.

MAS Gol den Hol i days and Lada recently initiated a three days-two nights
hol i day package dubbed "Langkawi Super Saver".

The package i ncl uded acconmodat i on, breakfast and airport transfer which
is much less than the normal airfare to Langkawi from Kual a Lunpur

At the launch of the programe today, Dr Mahathir turned sal esman to
pronote Ml aysia and Langkawi in particular.

He said Mal aysia is an attractive destination especially for those from
United States, Europe and Japan because of the currency exchange which
made it even cheaper for themto be in Malaysia than in their own country.

"For people fromthese countries, their expenditure in Malaysia w |l
only be one third of their expenses just staying at hone.

"Moreover, it offers the opportunities to savour the cultures and
cui sines of three races; nanmely Mal ays, Chinese and I ndi ans.

"You do not have to go to Indonesia, China or India to experience this
as you can get three for the price of one."

He also told the visitors to ignore the negative reports about Ml aysi a
especi ally about the so-called political turmil in the country.

Dr Mahat hir sai d serene and beautiful Langkawi has won over many foreign
tourists adding that it had al so becone an i mportant convention and
exhi bi ti on venue.
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