19/ 03/ 1999
Beijing seeks KL's help to foster ties with Asean

Hami sah Hami d

CHINA is looking to Malaysia to help it establish alink with the

Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) so they can work toget her
to forma newworld political and econonic order.

China' s Assi stant Foreign M nister Wang Yi n sai d as devel opi ng nati ons,
Asean menbers and Chi na need to take part in econom c gl obalisation, but
at the sane time maintain national identities.

He said as gl obalisation is taking place, devel oping countries nust nake
an effort to establish newpolitical and econom c order.

"I'n this regard, Mal aysia has a unique role to play to enhance the
cooperati on bet ween Asean nenbers and Chi na," Wang tol d a news conf erence
at the end of the two-day Asean- Chi na Joi nt Cooperation Conmittee (ACICC)
neeting in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

On why Chi na singled out Mal aysia to foster closer cooperation, Wang

sai d:

"As far as | amconcerned, Ml aysia has played a very inportant role in
safeguarding its sovereignty, its social values and al so saf eguardi ng t he
i nterest of devel oping nations inthe regional and international affairs."
He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has regul arly

voi ced out Malaysia's views in the regional and international forum

"On the part of China, we have nany sinilar positions and views of

Mal aysi a. Therefore, the two countries can enhance cooperationin the
matter," he said.

The cooperation, he said is not only on the economni c sphere, but alsoin
other fields such as science and technol ogy.

Wang sai d Asi an nati ons were once seen as an economi c mracle but now

t hey are bei ng chel | enged by the "know eged econoni es” whi ch have advanced
devel opnent in science and technol ogy.

Chi na bel i eves that Asean and Chi na shoul d foster closer cooperation in
such areas so that they can i nprove their conpetitiveness in the market,
he said.

He sai d Mal aysi a has taken the | ead by constructing the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport, which he sees as "the airport of the next century”.
Wang al so expressed his admirati on towards the Miul ti medi a Super Corri dor
and sai d Chi na hopes that Mal aysia will continue such efforts.

Meanwhi | e, Asean nations and China wi |l undertake four joint projects
under its US$700, 000 (US$1 = RMB. 80) Asean- Chi na Cooperation Fund.

The projects, covering exchange progranmes, econom ¢ and trade sem nars,
scientific gathering and seni nars on Modern China, were identified during
the ACICC neeti ng.

Wang said the projects were the best choices for cooperation between

Chi na and Asean.

Wang sai d Mal aysi a, as coordi nator, has done well in inplenmentating past
projects and in identifying new projects for the ACCIC.

"We are | ooking at the continuation of the exchange programre but now we
want to extend the scope to include the nedia.

"We will al so continue with econonic and trade seminars but we will nake
it nmore specialisedby dividingintoinvestnent and trade groups," he

sai d.

On t he Modern Chi na programe, young participants will | earn about the
country by attending | ectures and goi ng on study tour in China.

Wang said this project was i nportant for Asean nmenbers to understand the



rapi d changes under gone by Chi na.
The | ast project gathers scientists fromboth si des to exchange vi ews
and conme out with pragmatic proposals as input to the com ng Asean- Chi na
Sci ence and Technol ogy Joi nt Conmi ssi on neeti ng.
On his viewon the cooperation between Asean and China, Wang said he is
optimstic about it because both sides have common i nterest in regional
and international affairs.
"I n econom c cooperation, thereis great potential for both parties.
"They are at different stages of devel opnent, each with di fferent strong
poi nts. Thus, we can deepen the cooperation by enphasising this," he said.
Wang descri bed t he second ACICC neeti ng as successful and was carried
out in a cordial manner.
He sai d the meeting reached wi de consensus on vari ous issues of
cooperati on between Asean and Chi na.
"Thr oughout the di scussi ons, we reached nutual trust where Asean nenbers
under st ood Chi na pol i ci es and Chi na under st ood Asean' s aspirations in
wor ki ng together with China," he said.
Asean- Mal aysi a di rector-general Datuk Syeed Sultan Seni Pakir sai d Asean
menbers appreciated China's keen interest to forge closer ties.
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