08/ 12/ 1999

Ber nanma deni es al | egation of tanmpering with picture

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Bernanmm, the national news agency, today vehenently
deni ed al | egati ons nade by the Pas party organ, Harakah, that it had
doctored the picture of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
bei ng wel coned by the people of Perlis in Kangar on the eveni ng of Nov 27.

The picture, published in the front page of Berita M nggu on Nov 28, was
al | eged to have been doctored to showthat the crowd wel com ng Dr Mahathir
was bigger than it actually was.

Harakah, inits latest edition dated Dec 6, had reproduced the front-
page picture and had circled two faces clai mng that both i nages were that
of the Prine Mnister.

The Pas party organ in its report also challenged New Straits Ti mes
Press (M Bhd group editor-in-chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin to apol ogise if
he was ethical .

Today, Bernanm i ssued a statenent denying the all egation.

Ber nama acting general nanager/editor-in-chief Syed Jam | Jaafar
regretted the allegations of the Pas official organ.

The text of the statenment issued today:

"The National News Agency (Bernama) strongly denies an all egation by the
Pas party organ Harakah dated Dec 6, 1999, that a Bernama picture carried
on the front page of Berita M nggu edition (Nov 28, 1999) on the visit of
the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to Perlis on Nov 27 is a
doctored picture to depict alarger wel cone crowd than was actually the
case.

"Bernama woul d like to categorically state that the picture is a genuine
one without any tanpering whatsover. It was taken by a Bernana
phot ogr apher who sent it to Kual a Lunpur via wire transni ssion shortly
after the event.

"The Bernama headquarters upon receiving the picture at 6pmbegan
dissemnating it toall its clients viaits electronic transm ssion
networ k wi t hout further handling.

Thi s was done within 20 m nutes | eaving no roomfor any doctoring as
suggest ed by Harakah."
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