24/ 08/ 1999
Bernama i n Asi an nedi a di scussi ons

Sar ban Si ngh

SEREMBAN, Mon. - Information Mnister Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob t oday
said prelimnary di scussions with nati onal news agency Bernama on t he
possibility of setting up an Asian nmedi a has begun.

Khal il said Bernama has been tol d about the advantages of a tie-up with
ot her Asi an agencies. "l have told Bernana that they can consolidate their
operations by pooling their resources with ot her news agencies in the
region."

He said it was i mportant that reporting on regi onal and gl obal affairs,
whi ch was now doni nated by the Western nmedi a, was not distorted.

Khalil said this after a three-hour dial ogue with about 450 I nfornmation
Departnent officers fromthe southern regi on at Wsna Negeri today.

During his visit to China | ast week, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d an i nportant chal | enge and opportunity for Ml aysi a
and China in the next century was the need to work together w th other
regi onal states to set up an Asian nedia.

He said this was due to the overwhel m ng dom nance of the Western nedia
reporting on regional and gl obal affairs.

Dr Mahat hir said the maj or concern anong East Asian nations had been the
slanted and distorted reporting of global events to Asian audi ences and
simlar reporting of Asia to other parts of the world.

Khal il said the Cabinet had already directed the Mnistry to increase
nmedi a co-operation with South countries.

"W have al ready contacted the respective enbassi es and hi gh conmi ssi ons
here to ensure news fromthese countries could be transnmitted w t hout
being distorted," he said.

He sai d several |eaders fromSouth countries have visited Malaysiato
see for thensel ves the devel opnents taking place here and the country's
achi evenent s.

Khalil said his Mnistry would work with the Forei gn, and t he Ener gy,
Tel econmmuni cations and Mul ti media M nistries on the proposal to set up the
Asi an medi a.
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