22/ 11/ 1999
Ber nas | aunches fund for farners' children

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Padi beras Nasi onal Bhd today | aunched an educati on fund
for children of padi farnmers i n support of governnent efforts to devel op
the rural comunity.

The fund, call ed Dana Pendi di kan Anak Pesawah Cenerl ang Bernas, is
Bernas' way of recogni sing the continuous support it has received from
padi farners.

Bernas has set aside an initial allocation of RM2.5 m|lion and an
addi ti onal RWR5, 000 a year for the fund which is for primary and secondary
school children.

Launchi ng the fund at the Bernas Anak Bukit conplex, Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamadsai d Bernas had never failed to carry out
its responsibility of looking at the well-being of padi farmers in the
country.

"Besi des offering a high padi price to the farmers, Bernas is al so
concer ned about the education of the farner's children," he said before
sone 4, 000 people fromthe padi industry, including farnmers and their
fam |ies.

Dr Mahat hir al so presented contributions fromthe fund to 21 outstandi ng
students fromall over the country. They are anong 270 school childrento
benefit fromthe fund next year.

Those in Standards four to six will receive RWM50 per year. Students in
Forns one to three will get RVBOO while those in Fornms four and five will
recei ve RMr00.

The aid will be stopped if the recipients pursue their studies in fully
resi dential governnent schools. However, they will receive a token as
appreci ation for their excellent academ c performance.

Bernas wi || al so provi de support progranmes such as organi si ng educati on
wor kshops, revision classes for those taki ng exam nati ons and t hanks-
gi ving cerenoni es i n appreci ation of the students' achi evenents.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahathir criticised Pas for its |ack of vision in defining
the scope of devel opnent.

He cited the exanpl e of the Muda Agricul tural Devel opnent Authority's
Muda Irrigation Schenme i n Kedah whi ch enabl ed padi crops to be planted
during the drought, twi ce annually.

Dr Mahathir said the project was attacked by Pas, which said that padi
must not be planted twice in a year because it would not give the earth
anple time to “rest' in between planting.

He said the project's resoundi ng success proved the absurdity of Pas’
nar r ow m ndedness.

Ber nas nmanagi ng di rector Mohd | brahi mNor said the fund was a way to
show appreciation to farmers who opted to sell their padi at Bernas
compl exes.

"Qur contributionis snmall. However, the conmpany hopes its contribution
will ease farners' financial burden."

There are about 150,000 regi stered farnmers in the country.
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