23/ 01/ 1999
Ber sekut u menbers joi n Umo

Jaswi nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Parti Barisan Rakyat Sabah Ber sekutu (Bersekutu)
headed by former Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh today received a
severe bl ow when its Sekong divi si on head Mat aj ang Puyun and sone 5, 800
menbers defected to Umo.

They handed their application fornms to join Umo to Sabah Umo head
Dat uk Gsu Sukamthi s afternoon.

Al so present were State Umo I nformation chi ef Datuk Kari mGhani, State
Umo Wanita head Dat uk Norjan Khan Bahadar, State Umo Yout h head Jema
Khan, State Umo secretary Datuk Yahya Hussi n and Li baran Umo head Dat uk
Misa Aman.

Mat aj ang said the 5,800 were | eaders and nenbers from 120 Ber sekutu
branches in Sekong.

"We decided to join Umo as we are confident in the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prine M ni ster Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi . "

Mat aj ang sai d Ber sekut u was not capable of ruling the State as it could
not settle its internal squabbles.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after wel conm ng the ex-Bersekutu | eaders
and nmenbers i nto Umo, Osu said: "The entry of forner Bersekutu | eaders
and nmenbers to Umo shows t hat the people are aware that parties which are
not under BN coul d not bring good for the people and the State.

"This is just the beginning. | amconfident that nore opposition nenbers
will join Umo and other BN conmponent parties in the future.”

Gsu sai d he understood that some 1, 300 nenbers of opposition parties
were expected to join Umo in Klias, Kuala Penyu, Bengkoka, Kawang,

Mel al ap, Tenpasuk, Lahad Datu, Ranau, Banggi, Petagas and Kundasang, in
the near future.

"We have directed Umo divisions in these areas to receive applications
fromnew nenbers. W want themto join Umo sincerely and we want to nake
it clear that they are not pressed to join the party."

He al so said racial politics which was the normin Sabah in the past,
was not good for the State and the people.

"I amconfident that the people will no | onger vote based on race
di fferences but vote for the BN which they knowis the right choice for
the future of Sabah," he said.

I'n wel com ng the menbers, Gsu said they should understand their
responsibilities to Umo.

"It is all right if we have few nenbers who understand their
responsibilities. It is useless if we have many nmenbers who do not
understand their responsibilities to the party," he said.
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