18/ 11/ 1999

Better times coming for estate workers

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Estate workers will have better |iving standards and
monthly salaries if MC s proposals are accepted by the Government.

The proposals in a study report entitled "Estate Wrkers Towards The New
M | I enni unt suggest i medi at e neasures to fix nonthly sal ari es at between
RVBOO and RML, 000 whil e awaiting structuring of a new sal ary schene.

The sal ary range was based on current rubber prices and provisions in
the agreenent signed between the Mal ayan Agricul ture Producers’

Associ ation (Mapa) and the National Union of Plantation Wrkers (NUPW .

The agreenent sti pul at es est at e managenent s nmust produce 1, 500kg of
| atex per hectare a year.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu is expected to present the 75-
page report prepared by plantation experts to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, the Prinmary I ndustries M nistry and the Human Resour ces
M nistry.

The party al so proposed estate workers be recogni sed as the main target
group under the Ei ghth Mal aysi a Pl an and t he Third Qutl ook Perspective
Pl an.

Areas to be given attention are:

* Provi di ng power and pi ped water supplies to all Mapa-nenber estates
and non- nenbers;

* @ving priority to estate workers in | owcost house ownership;

* Upgradi ng basic anenities in estates and Tam | schools, installingthe
| atest facilities such as conputers linked to all school s;

* Better accessibility to nedical facilities with the governnment draw ng
up and i nplenmenting a health insurance schene; and,

* OFfering skills training to displaced estate workers to enable themto
venture into new fields.
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