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| NCOFI RM TI ES UP W TH LUCENT TO BRI NG FI BRE OPTI C NETWORK TO SABAH

By: Mianmar Kamaruddin

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- Incofirm Comunications Sdn Bhd
today signed an agreenment to teamup with Lucent Technol ogi es (Ml aysi a)
Sdn Bhd to develop a fibre optic network in Sabah, known as Sabah Duct
System

Mohd Yussof Nair, Incofirms managing director, told Bernama after the
signing that the 1,200 km network whi ch woul d cost RVbOO million would
cover areas within Kota Kinabal u, Tawau, Sandakan and Labuan.

He said that the devel opnent of the network would be carried out in
three-phases with the first phase expected to be conpleted w thin nine
nont hs.

I ncofirmhas been granted a 30-year concession by the Sabah state
governnent to build the fibre optic network on build, operate and transfer
basi s (BOT), added Mohd Yussof.

Once the infrastructure is conpleted, the network's |line would be
| eased out to tel econmuni cations and nul ti medi a servi ces providers.

"Wth the network being built by a single conpany, the people will not
be burdened with conpani es trenching roads to build networks al ongsi de each
other's, and causing disruptions to traffic. Service providers only have to
buy capacity fromlncofirm" he said.

The successful conpletion of the Sabah Duct System woul d see the
establishment of a state-of-the-art fibre optic tel ecomunications
infrastructure in Sabah that would support the state's progress in the
i nformati on technol ogy era, added Mohd Yussof .

At the signing, Mhd Yussof represented Incofirm while Lucent
Technol ogi es Mal aysi a was represented by its president David Marinelli

The signing was witnessed by prinme mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Sabah's chief minister, Tan Sri Bernard Donpok.

David Marinelli, president of Lucent Technol ogi es Mal aysia said at the
monent, the conpany is doing the design and prelimnary work for the first
phase of the network.

The installation part woul d be undertaken by contractors who woul d be
appoi nted by Incofirm said Ednond Wi, nanagi ng director network cabl e
systenms Asial/Pacific, Lucent Technol ogi es Asia/Pacific Ltd.

Apart from designing the network, Mhd Yussof said Lucent would al so
contribute about US$100 nmillion (US$1 = RM3.80) for the devel opnent of the
net wor k.

Lucent Technol gi es Mal aysia is a nenber conpany of Lucent Technol ogi es
Inc of the United States, which designs, builds and delivers a w de range
of public and private networks, conmunication systens and software and data
net wor ki ng systens. -- BERNAMA
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