22/ 01/ 1999
Bi d was mightier than any bribe

Randhi r Si ngh
EXPENSI VE pens costing RM3, 000 t o RMB, 000 each were gi ven t o Cormonweal t h
Ganes Federati on del egates prior tothe voting in Barcelona in July, 1992.

The souvenirs - 25 Mont Blanc and 17 Sheaffer pens - were anong the
itens given out by Kuala Lunpur City Hall.

Docunent s made avail abl e to Ti nesport yesterday revealed that the City
Hal | del egati on headed by forner mayor Tan Sri El yas Orar handed out the
souvenirs, which included ties, silk shirts, pareo.

However, there is no mention of gold watches in the report which was
submtted to the Sports Mnistry. The report stated City Hall spent RML. 7
mllion on the souvenirs.

The report al so wanted the bid commttee conprising the A ynpic Council
of Mal aysia, Sports Mnistry and City Hall to pay the latter half the
anmpunt spent.

Intotal, Malaysia's expenditure was RM3 nmillion with the bul k of it
spent on travelling fromone continent to another to pronote the bid.

OCM secretary Si eh Kok Chi has denied OCMand the bid comittee gave out
| avish gifts.

"Not us. OCMdid not give out any expensive item Maybe ties, whichto
us are just souvenirs," said Sieh.

CCGF rul es all ow bidding parties to hand out gifts not worth nore than
STGO0 (RMB15) per item

Sieh said Malaysia's bid for the 1998 Ganes was above board and there
was " no el ement of mani pul ation'.

Adel ai de Lord Mayor Steve Condous cl ai med i n Mel bourne two days ago t hat
Kual a Lunpur gave expensive gifts to CG- assenbly del egates to i nfluence
the vote which went 40-25 in KL's favour.

Si eh sai d Kual a Lunpur won the bid sinply because "the bid was strong
and sound'.

He said Mal aysia offered 2,000 air tickets to the participants but it
was done through the Commonweal t h Ganes Federati on.

"I ndeed, it was stated in our bid document. CG- even al |l owed Adel ai de to
do the same but they wanted to give it to selected cities, which did not
go down well w th CG- menmbers."

Si eh said everything OCM di d was upon consul tation with CG-.

"Even when we invited all the delegates to the opening of the OCM
building in 1991, it was done with CGF' s perm ssion. CGF al so al | owed
Adel ai de to have a sim|ar programme.”

Sieh said OCMtook great pains to ensure the bid was cl ean, even
rejecting an agent claimng to be in the busi ness of providi ng wonen and
accommodati on for del egat es.

"He proposed a RV450, 000 budget and cl ai med he had t he bl essing of the
Sports Mnistry. We checked with the Mnistry and there was no such deal ."

Si eh sai d Mal aysi a won t he bid because of several factors such as unity
anong devel opi ng econom es, Mal aysi a' s boom ng econony t hen, whi ch gave
t he del egates confidence that it coul d deliver the Ganes.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s popul arity anong
devel opi ng countries and the general feeling anong del egates for a change
in host nation, too, had a bearing.

"Al'l along, it was either New Zeal and, Australia, Canada or Britain who
hosted the Ganes. The majority felt the time was right for the Games to
nove to anot her continent."



"Qur overall package was al so attractive. W of fered teamsports such as
cricket, rugby and hockey for the first tine. That drew support fromthe
Caribbean and the Pacific islands. Even the Africans were thrilled."

Sieh said OCCMwere ready to be investigated and have all docunents to
prove not hi ng untoward t ook pl ace.
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