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KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today big projects inplenented by the government hel p the people and
contribute to the country's devel opnent and are not wast ef ul

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysia needed big projects to help inits
rapi d devel opnent.

"Big projects usually help to increase the people's incone wth
i ncreasi ng demand on infrastructure such as electricity, water and others,"
Dr Mahathir who is Umo President said in his policy address when opening
the 53rd Umo General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

He said big projects were inportant to the success of the nation and in
expediting the country's devel opment process as small projects |ike poor
peopl e woul d not be able to contribute.

For instance, he said, the devel opnment of Putrajaya was not wastefu
but in fact it had hel ped to save the governnent's expenditure.

(Putrajaya is 40km south of Kuala Lunpur and will be the new seat of
t he Federal Governnent. The Prinme Mnister's Departnent will operate from
t here from Monday) .

The Prime Mnister said the property value in Kuala Lunmpur had
i ncreased very nuch but it no |onger brought returns to the government.

Hence the sale of this property would help to pay for the devel opnent
costs of Putrajaya. The increased value of |and owned by the governnment in
Putrajaya, a growh centre with potentials, would generate profits to the
government when it was devel oped | ater on.

As a huge project, Putrajaya would be the catal yst of econom c growth
to the area itself and the country as a whol e.

"Far frombeing a waste, Putrajaya is a big asset to the country.
Putrajaya is not only for today. It is for the nation's future, for Vision
2020, for the future generation for a country which has matured and
devel oped, " he said.

He said Putrajaya woul d be devel oped to ease Kuala Lunpur's traffic
congestion which was due to its rapid devel opnent and increase in the
popul ati on from 300,000 at the tinme of independence to about two mllion
now.

Dr Mahathir said many countries in the world wi shed to have a new
adm ni strative centre which was nore confortabl e and sophisticated but were
not able to have it due to a nunber of factors.

"On the contrary we successfully built, within a period of only three
years, a sophisticated adm nistrative centre appropriate to an era of
noder n technol ogy which would be inherited by the people.”

"Foreigners actually are envious because we are able to devel op
Putraj aya on our own, based on our plan, nanaged and built by us. Here
wi sh to congratul ate those involved in the devel opnent of Putrajaya
especi al |y those wonen engi neers and prof essionals who have played a maj or
role in the project.”

"I aminpressed because they have proven the ability of the Mal ay
prof essi onal wonen,"” Dr Mahathir said.

"When the foreigners realised that they did not get any opportunity
fromthe devel opnent of Putrajaya they hated it and are envi ous of us
because we need not borrow fromforeign countries or get foreign
expertise.”

"Hence they accuse us of wasting the country's nmoney. If the



devel opnent of Putrajaya was contracted out to them would they reject such
a big contract on the basis that it was a waste of the country's noney?"

"Ml aysi ans therefore should not be easily hoodw nked by their clains
that we in Ml aysia, especially ne, are wasting the country's noney on big
projects.”

"We are not that stupid. If we are wasteful we will definitely be poor
and begging fromthem and accepting their conditions when our ringgit and
shares at the Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange were attacked by them™

"W were not only able to protect our econony but also able to revive
it nmore speedily than other countries which were al so attacked.™"

"Theref ore have confidence in our own ability and we shoul d not believe
that only foreigners are smart and capable.™

Dr Mahathir said projects in Malaysia handled either by the private
sector or the Government were really huge as there would be benefits from
t he econonies of scale and big profits al so generate bigger profits.

"If only one house is built in an isolated area, not only will the cost
be high but it will not be a catalyst for growh in the surroundi ng areas
and will not yield any econonmic spin-off," he said.

He al so nmenti oned several big projects which had contributed to the
country's devel opnent such as the devel opnent of Petaling Jaya and Shah
Alam and the KL International Airport in Sepang.

For instance, Pulau Lumut which before did not have any resident or any
econom ¢ activity but now had become Pul au I ndah, a growmh centre worth
billions of ringgit, the Prine Mnister said.
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