26/ 08/ 1999
Bi ggest ever multi-racial parade on Dec 31

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mal aysians of all races and ages will participate in
the nation's | argest parade ever, Colours of Ml aysia, at Dataran Merdeka
on Cct 16.

The parade is one of the many activities held in conjunction with the
two year cel ebration, Malaysia's Centennial Towards ANewM || enni um

"The parade is to showcase the nulti-racial society we have to
foreigners,” Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said today.

Col ours of Malaysia will be held on the eve of the World Formul a One
Chanpi onshi p finals and Abdul Kadir hoped that all involved in the
prestigi ous event woul d attend.

"Even Cabi net M nisters and Menteris Besar are expected to take part in
t he parade," Abdul Kadir told a Press conference after |aunching the
Mal aysi a's Centenni al Towards A New M || enni um

The two-year cel ebration to showcase the country's achi evenents in the
past 100 years will be launched on Aug 30 at Stadi um Nasional in Bukit
Jalil.

It will replace the National Day flag-raising cerenony usually held at
Dat ar an Mer deka.

Abdul Kadir said the cel ebration would include the official opening of
the Petronas Twin Towers at KLCC on National Day and the annual parade at
Dat ar an Mer deka.

"We will launch the Donestic Touri sm Canpai gn i n Septenber and
officially openthe national theatre, |stana Budaya, the | nternati onal
Touri sm Canpai gn and Formul a One chanpi onshi p.

"Next year we will have the shoppi ng carnival where we hope goods wi ||
not only be free of inport tax but also sales tax," Abdul Kadir added.

Events on the 1999, 2000 and 2001 cal endars will be "co-opted" and
pronoted as part of the centennial cel ebration, including the National Day
parade, the National Language and Arts Month, Mal aysi a Fest, shoppi ng
carnivals, the Formula One race, the Golf Wrld Cup, the Langkaw
International Maritime and Aerospace exhi bition and Le Tour de Langkawi .

Abdul Kadir said new events woul d al so be introduced over the next two
years. These wi Il include Expo Mal aysi a, Mal aysi an Heritage and Cul tural
Festival, National Water Festival, Seasonal Shoppi ng Carnival and Fruit
Fest .

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is expected to | aunch
Mal aysi a' s Centenni al cel ebrations at the stadi um

He is then expected to place a nessage in a tinme capsule that will be
opened in 2099.

Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters will join himvia video conferencing
in launching the celebration at the State |evel.

Free passes for the | aunchi ng of Mal aysia's Centennial are avail abl e at
tourist information kiosks in the Klang Valley, STAR LRT ticket booths and
several shoppi ng conpl exes i ncl udi ng Sungei Wang Pl aza.

They can al so be obtained fromthe Mnistry's office on the 36th fl oor
of Menara Dato Onn, Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The i nformati on ki osks are | ocated on the second fl oor concourse of
PWIC, Dataran Putra on Jal an Raja, Matic on Jal an Anmpang, the Kual a Lunpur
KTM station and the Central Market.

Fl yers have al so been distributed in the Klang Vall ey and passes gi ven



to notorists using the PLUS hi ghways.

The free passes also allowthose present at the stadiumto wi n | ucky
draw prizes such as a Proton Satria GTl, Mdenas Jaguh and Kriss
not or cycl es.

Artistes perform ng on the night include Datuk M Daud Kil au, Jefri Din,
Siti Nurhaliza, Noraniza ldris, KRU, Juliana Banos and Elite.

The cel ebrationis aimed at instilling |ove for the nation anong the
peopl e.

It isalsotoincrease world attention towards Mal aysia's achi evenents
and stinmulate world interest in Mal aysia so that the country will be able
toattract 6.7 mllion foreigntourists next year earni ng revenue of about
RML5. 7 bil l'ion.
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