27/ 07/ 1999

120 exhi bitors expected at event

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Malaysia's premer invention, innovation, industri al
and technol ogy exhibition - Itex '99 - will draw sonme 120 conpani es and
i ndividuals, the |argest nunber so far.

Itex '99 with the theme "A Decade of Innovative Progression” will be
held fromSept 23 to 26 at the M nes International Exhibition and
Convention Centre in Seri Kenbangan, Sel angor.

The 11th in the series, Itex '99 ains to pronote i nnovati ons and new
technol ogies in the country and the international nmarket place.

It also signifies the inportance of industrial research and devel oprment
towar ds t he pronoti on of excell ence in technol ogy and t he conpetitiveness
of the country's products and services.

It is jointly organi sed by the Mal aysi an I nventi on and Desi gn Soci ety
and Siri m Bhd.

The 120 exhibitors will occupy 1,800 sq netres conpared to just 41
exhi bitors occupying 414 sq nmetres | ast year

Endorsed by the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent, the
exhi bition was today | aunched by M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng.

Law sai d the | arger nunber of exhibitors was another indication of the
i nproved economic situation in the country.

"The Government al ways encourages any effort in R& which is very
i nportant for progress in the industrial sector.

"R&D and i nnovation focused on the market have to be enhanced i n our
efforts to put out products and services that are capabl e of conpeting in
the international market," Law said.

At a Press conference later, he said for the first tine, Itex '99 woul d
al so have exhibits that originated fromideas nooted by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Asked for exanpl es, Law sai d Dr Mahat hir had suggested produci ng cutlery
nore suited for Asians after noting that the size of cutlery used in
hotel s which catered mainly for Westerners.

Anot her exanpl e was i nproved packaging for fruits and agricul tural
produce for better display to add value to the products.

Itex "99 will also be held side by side with Multinedia Asia '99 which
isthe official trade exhibition and conference for the Mul ti nedi a Super
Corridor.

Hi ghlights of Itex '99 include the invention and desi gn conpetition
sem nars and an activity square for the public to take part in games and
cont ests.

There will al so be a Mal am Budaya Ci pta banquet to present awards to
i nventors, i nnovators, researchers, industrial designers, scientists and
t echnol ogi st s.

Entry forms for the i nventi on and desi gn conpetition can be obtained
fromM NDS, Room7, 2nd fl oor, Bangunan Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah
16 Jal an Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor (tel: 03-7549298, fax: 03-
7587863, e-mmil: tso@n nds.org.ny).

The cl osing date for subm ssion of entries is Aug 16.

For nore information on Itex '99, contact the exhibition managers
Prot enp Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd at 03-7172828 or fax: 03-7172566
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