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Bl oonberg teanms up with Astro, Mesdaq to | aunch new servi ces

Vasant ha Ganesan

BLOOVBERG ( Mal aysi a) Sdn Bhd wi || |aunch two new nul ti medi a ventures
jointly with Astro and Mal aysi an Exchange of Securities Dealings &

Aut omat ed Quotati on Bhd (Mesdaq) to extend its services beyond that of
just a nedi a organisation.

Thus, inlinewth the Miul ti medi a Super Corridor status accorded to it

| ast June, Bl oonberg Mal aysia will expand its operations, nultinmedia
services and its coverage of Ml aysi an business and financi al devel opnents
for the world, said Bl oonberg LP's, regi onal manager, Asia Pacific, M lan
Fal | mann.

Fal | mann was speaking to reporters yesterday at a press conference on

Bl oonberg' s expansi on of its Ml aysi an operati ons and coverage of Mal aysi a
busi ness and fi nance.

"As an investor and as a reflection of our comm tnent to Mal aysia, we

will pro-actively introduce cutting-edge i nnovations and transfer

t echnol ogy as we expand our operations here," Fall mann added.

The col | aborati on bet ween Bl oonberg Tel evi sion and Astro, wi |l broadcast

Bl oonberg' s nightly TV progranmne cal | ed "Bl oonberg Mal aysi a" on Mal aysi an
busi ness and fi nance.

The programe whi ch will deliver an objective and bal anced sunmary of

the day's business news in Mal aysia as well as showcase the opi ni ons and
advi ce of the country's top thinkers, business | eaders and Gover nrent
officials will be aired nightly for hal f-an-hour from Mnday to Friday
begi nni ng March 15 over Astro.

Additionally, it will put into perspective business and financi al

devel opnents in the country as well as bring insight to gl obal event that
i npact Mal aysi a, Fall nmann said.

Meanwhi | e, t hrough the col | aboration with Mesdaq, buy and sell orders

will be routed by Mesdag nmembers through The Bl oonberg Service network and
wi Il be negotiated, confirmed and reported el ectronically via The

Bl oonber g Servi ce.

"Tradi ng on Mesdaq therefore will take place excl usively through The

Bl oonberg Service, providing gl obal bridge between i nvestors and

t echnol ogy- based compani es quoted on thi s new exchange. Mesdaq is the
first exchange in the region to use a conpetitive market maki ng systemfor
trading of equities," he added.

He sai d that nost of Mesdaq traders were al ready subscribers of

Bl oonberg term nal services and woul d thus be cost effective for themto
use the service.

Bl oonberg' s new of fice, occupi ed since June 1998 at the Petronas Twi n
Towers has invested a total of US$1 million (US$1 = RVB. 80) on equi pnent
al one. The new premises will be officially opened by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad today.

Bl oonber g' s bi ggest revenue earner i s The Bl oonberg Service, whichis

the real -tine financial information network that conmbi nes news, data and
anal ysis for financial markets and busi nesses.

It al so offers Bl oonberg News, which is operated by over 700 reporters
and editors in 80 of the world's major cities while Bloonberg's nultinedia
services is Bl oonberg Tel evi sion, a 24-hour news and i nformati on channel
enphasi ng busi ness and financial news.

Bl oonber g, whichstarted its operations here in 1990, has to date a total
of 400 term nals throughout the country.
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