30/ 11/ 1999

BN gets two-thirds majority nmandate (HL)

THE Bari san Nasional (BN) swept to victory in the 10th general el ections
this nmorning with nore than the targeted two-thirds najority in
Parliament. Along the way the 14-nenber coalition clainmed the scal p of
Opposition | eader LimKit Siang but | ost another state to Pas in the state
el ections.

BN secured the two-thirds majority of 129 seats at 2.45am and went on
to post afinal tally of 141 seats with 44 seats going to the Opposition.
DAP suffered heavy blows withits stalwarts, secretary-general Lim a
30-year nenber of Parlianment, |osing both the state and parlianmentary
contests, as did its vice chai rman Karpal Singh.

Speaki ng at a packed press conference at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre

i mediately after the two-thirds majority was achi eved, Prinme M nister and
BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmaed said the party will nake good
its pronise of keeping the country free, united and successful.
"Unfortunately, we |l ost two states to the Opposition but we will win
themback the next tinme. W accept it (the | oss) as we are a denocratic
country. In an election, it is possible to | ose as nuch as you can win,"
he said.

BN remains the party of choice, he added.

The El ection Conmission estimated that 70 per cent of voters cast their
ball ots. Atotal of 9,564,071 Mal aysi ans were eligible to vote yesterday.
Atotal of 6,931 polling centres were set up throughout the country,
with those in the peninsul a openi ng between 8. 00amand 5. 30pm and in
Sabah and Sarawak between 7. 30amand 5. 00pm However, sone polling
stations in the renote areas of Sabah and Sarawak cl osed earlier.

A total of 425 candidates from32 political parties vied for 193
parliamentary seats while another 811 candi dates contested for 393 state
seats. The first results were announced at 7.53pmwi t h BN candi dat e Dat uk
Pet er Ti nggomretai ning his Saratok seat in Sarawak. Ti nggomi s Deputy

M ni ster of National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent.

At 8.13pm the Opposition won its first parliamentary seat when PBS Dr
Maxi mus Ongki li won t he Bandau constituency.

Dr Mahat hir, who contested i n the Kubang Pasu constitutency i n Kedah,

def eat ed Pas candi date Subky Latif with a majority of 10,138. He polled a
total of 22,399 votes agai nst Subky's 12,261. Dr Mahathir has been the
menber of Parliament for the constituency since 1974.

H s deputy, Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, in a straight fight with Encik
Abdul Khal id Rasip of Pas, was returned to the Kepal a Batas seat with a
majority of 11,175. He polled 19, 985 vot es agai nst Abdul Khalid's 8, 810.
Fi rst Finance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n ( Merbok), Transport M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (Labis), Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu (Sungai Siput) and Prinmary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k (Beruas) al so successfully defended their respective
parliamentary seats.

The bi ggest upset is probably the defeat of Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahnmad to Pas candi dat e Awang Jusoh by only 436 votes.
Awang pol | ed 6, 564 vot es agai nst Wan Mokhtar's 6, 128.

Four Cabinet ministers also failed to secure a mandate. They are Second
Fi nance M ni st er Dat uk Must apa Mohanmed and Rural Devel opnent M ni ster

Dat uk Annuar Musa i n Kel antan, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs

M ni ster Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob in Perak and M nister in the



Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman i n Kedah.
O her notabl e BN casualties were Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departnent Datuk Paduka | brahimAli in Kelantan and Deputy Agriculture
M ni st er Dat uk Tengku Mahnud Mansor, Deputy Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M ni ster Dat uk Abu Bakar Daud and Deputy Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M nister Datuk Idris Jusoh in Terengganu.
Meanwhi | e, Parti Keadilan Nasi onal president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan | smai | won the Permat ang Pauh seat by garnering 23, 820 vot es agai nst
BN s Dat uk Dr | brahi mSaad who pol |l ed 14, 743 votes. Permatang Pauh was t he
constituency of her husband, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat of Pas won the
Chenpaka state seat and its president Datuk Fadzil Ml Noor his first
parliamentary seat in Pendang.
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