30 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Accept
BN ACCEPTS DEFEAT | N KELANTAN AND TERENGGANU

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
accepts the Barisan Nasional's defeat in Kelantan and Terengganu but said
it was caused by the scare tactics used by PAS on Mislins.

The Prime Mnister said PAS could al so have been ai ded by people
wor ki ng wi th gover nnment agenci es.

He said: "W have unfortunately |ost two states...but we accept that
because this is a denocratic country and in an election it is always
possible to | ose as nuch as we can win."

"So we accept that we have | ost the state of Kel antan and Terengganu, "
he said to shouts of "this is a free election” fromparty workers and
supporters at a packed press conference at the UVNO buil ding here attended
by both the local and international nedia.

He said the loss of the two east coast states did not nmean that the BN
had fallen in the "Malay heartl and" because there were other Ml ay states
i n which the BN won big.

"We | ost in Terengganu because of PAS tactic to frighten the people
and its guarantee that people who vote PAS can go to heaven..and there were
al so peopl e who worked wi th government agencies,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said BN wi shed to find out why requests for recounts in
certain areas were rejected by the officers concerned.

He said "we noticed sonme msprint on the postal votes" where a cross
made agai nst BN was not valid but a cross for PAS was valid.

"We are looking into this. W will study the matter and nake a
complaint if there is a basis,"” he said.

"There may be ot her reasons for our defeat in Kelantan and Ter engganu
and we will conduct a post-nortem" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the BN would recapture the two states in the next
el ecti on.

To a question on reconciliation anmong those involved in the election
Dr Mahathir said although the polls were about electing a governnment it was
not meant for quarelling with people.

He said: "W can do work with the opposition parties outside of
politics because politically we will disagree with them but there are other
areas that we can agree with them"

"We are particularly concerned that the opposition parties,
particularly PAS, will want to carry on this ennmty towards us until the
next elections,” he said.

He said this was because they knew that if they got close to BN they
woul d | ose their supporters.

Asked on the question of federal aid for the two states, he said "we
will see how nuch aid we can give".

Commenting on BN s seat |osses in Kedah, he said: "Wll, we |ose sone,
we win sone."

Dr Mahathir said Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid hinself had
told himthat "the defeat is marginal but he said that is no excuse."

Asked about the major casualties in BN, he said: "Wll, it also
happened to the opposition because it lost (Lim Kit Siang and Karpa
(Singh), but we did not | ose our top guns...|l won."

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said wi nning and
| osing were part of electoral contests, and BN s | osses showed that the
el ections in Mal aysia were denocratic, free and fair.



"It is the people's decision and we respect it," he said when asked
about BN s defeat in Kelantan and Ter engganu

"Keadi |l an did not make an inpact...actually PAS is the one which nade
an inpact," he said.

Abdul | ah said the silent majority had nmade their voices heard this tinme
and contributed to the BN victory.

He said it could not be determ ned yet whether the reduced najorities
obt ai ned by BN in several seats were caused by protest votes.
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