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BN banking on silent majority to win: PM

THE Bari san Nasi onal (BN) is banking on the "silent majority” togiveit a
| andslide victory in the country's 10th general el ections since

| ndependence.

Prime M nister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
voters fromthe silent majority are those who are inactive in politics but
are neverthel ess eligibletoexercisetheir constitutional votingrights
next week.

"W want all anmong the silent majority to vote for BN candi dates this
Novenber 29. All nust cone out and give support to BN, " he sai d when
addressing the Federal Territory BN menbers i n Bangsar, Sel angor
yest er day.

Dr Mahat hir said he was encouraged by neetings he had wi th groups
representing the silent majority after they pledged support for BN. The
Prime Mnister had earlier met with nenbers of the associati on of ex-
servi cemren and the Union of Sikh Society at his office in Putrajaya,

Sel angor .

"W did not force themor asked them They cone to us voluntarily. They
know that their livelihood had i nproved when the country is ruled by the
BN adm ni stration," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d one reason why BN seeks a fresh mandate to rule

Mal aysia is that the party fears the Cpposition may destroy the country if
it gains power.

"W want towininthe elections to prevent irresponsible parties from
taki ng over the administration of the country. Their (Qpposition)
coalition is unreal. They cannot see eye-to-eye on many i ssues.

The Opposition coalition conprises the Parti Keadil an Nasional, Pas, the
Denocratic Action Party and Parti Rakyat Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahat hir call ed on constitutents who supported BNto i gnore the races
of the BN Parlianmentary or state nom nees and j ust vote t hese candi dat es
as they are representing the party.

For an area with a Chinese majority, the BN el ecti on canpai gn nmachi nery
shoul d woo Mal ays in the constituencies to go out and exercise their
voting rights on general elections day.

"Just ignore the races of the BN nomi nees. What's nore inportant is the
party. On el ection day, this candi date has no face. The person's face is
the BN synbol (scale of justice)," he added.

Earlier, Bernama said Dr Mahathir said Bari san Nasional (BN) needs a
two-third majority so that the country will have a strong and solid
Gover nent .

He sai d a Governnent without a big majority will collapseif itd nenbers
go over to Qpposition party.

"W want a two-third majority not because we want to anend the
constitution, but without a two-third nmajority, with only 51 per cent,
when two or three cross over to opposition parties, the Governnent will
col l apse," he told nenbers of the Mal aysi an Ex- Servi cenen's Associ ati on
at his office in Putrajaya.

He said a Governnent with a slimmajority would not be solid and strong,
and woul d fail to nmake i nportant decisions |like tax enforcenent that is
opposed by sone quarters

Citing the New Econonic Policy (NEP) ai med at assi sting the Bum puteras,
he said that it could not be inplenented if the Government was not strong



"But if we get only 51 per cent, our nmenbers join the opposition

parties, the Governnent will collapse. So we cannot afford to assi st and

i mpl ement the New Economnic Policy."

The Prinme M nister said that a strong Government with a big majority now

woul d not collapse if nmenmbers were to join the opposition parties.

The BN, conpri sing 14 conmponent parties, would al so remain solidin the

event that two or three parties were to join the opposition, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that a strong Governnent was al so needed to defend the

nati on which was still "young" even though the country had been

i ndependent for 42 years.

"W cannot be sure that once we achi eve i ndependence, we will remain

i ndependent forever. Once we achi eve i ndependence, we can only remain

i ndependent if we know how to defend our country," he said.

He said that peace and unity were vital to prevent any attenpts to

dom nate the country.

Such attenpts coul d be seen in a nei ghbouring country where sone

provinces were fighting for independence, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the governnment woul d al ways appreci ate t he

services and sacrifices of servicenen including those who had retired,

especi al |l y those who defended the country agai nst the conmuni st .

At the neeting, the 200 nmenbers representing the associati on pl edged

support for Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p. The associ ati on has 200, 000 nenbers.
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