12 JUL 1999
Donpok- BN
BN CAN OBTAIN TWO- THI RDS MAJORI TY - DOVPCK

KOTA KI NABALU, July 12 (Bernamm) -- Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS)
president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok today expressed confidence that the
Bari san Nasional (BN) will return to power in the com ng general election
with a confortable two-thirds majority.

"I don't think that a two-thirds majority is something that is
difficult for the BN to achieve," he told reporters after hosting a
[ uncheon for the nedia here.

Asked to comment on the opposition's intention to go all out to deny
the BN a two-thirds majority, Donpok said: "I viewthis as an adni ssion by
the opposition that the BNwill win the general election. The only issue is
the nunber of seats that will be won."

He said the people were aware of the need to give the governnent a
strong mandat e.

"The BN has achieved a two-thirds majority before and | don't think it
woul d be any different this tinme," he said.

Donpok, who is the former Sabah chief mnister, said Umo as the
backbone of the BN governnent was seen as the party for the Mal ays and they
woul d continue to support it.

"I do not see why the Malays in the peninsula would not want to support
the party whi ch had been chanpi oning their cause since 1946.

"On the other hand, | also do not see any reason why the non- Ml ays
can't support the BN because this is the party that has been successful in
mai ntaing stability...and despite the recent setback due to the economc
downturn, the country's | eadership headed by Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri) Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has done very well to overcome the problem™ he said.

Donpok al so expressed confidence that the BN i n Sabah was enjoying nore
support fromthe people, especially the non-Mislim Bun puteras.

"Those who voted for the opposition had done so thinking that the
prom se made by the opposition -- that they would be back to formthe
government -- would cone true, but it didn't. So | can only see things
i mproving for the BN, " he said.

Asked if he planned to contest in the com ng general election, Donpok
said it was still too early to decide.

The el ection in Sabah woul d be confined to the 20 parlianmentary
constituencies; polling for the 48 state seats took place in March

On the nunber of seats that PDS would seek to contest, Donpok said: "W
still have a lot of tinme to discuss about that. In PDS, we have yet to sit
down and di scuss the distribution and allocation of seats because | think
it won't be a problem"”

The BN currently holds 14 parlianentray seats in Sabah and Parti
Ber satu Sabah, si x.
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