15/ 01/ 1999

BN can win Kelantan “if all nenbers work hard'

KOTA BARU, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today the Bari san Nasi onal can formthe next State Governnent i n Kel antan
if all party nenbers worked hard towards it.

Speaking to reporters after neeting BN State Assenbl ynmen at Rumah Sri
Kel antan here, Dr Mahathir said the State Assenbl ynen had made t heir own
assessnents and felt that the BN had a good chance of form ng the next
St ate Governnent in Kel ant an.

"W can win in Kelantan, provided all party menmbers worked hard to
ensure that the party wins. Any decision taken by the party nust be
accepted w t hout any protest."

On the position of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah in the State Umo |i ai son
comittee, Dr Mahathir sai d Razal ei gh, as an i nfluential person had a
major role to play to ensure BN s victory in the el ections.

He sai d Razal ei gh woul d not be given any party position at this
juncture.

But he said as a party nenber, Razal eigh was eligible to contest in the
next Umo el ecti ons.

On the prediction by sone economni sts that the Ml aysi an econony woul d
grow by between two and 2.5 per cent this year, Dr Mahathir said the
Gover nment wanted t o know why t hese economi sts made such predi cti ons.

"Of course, thereis a possibility, but we are nore certain of one per
cent growh," he said.

Asked whet her Razal ei gh woul d be made advi ser to the National Economc
Action Council, Dr Mahathir said anyone with the rel evant expertise could
be invited to sit in the NEAC

Later, speaki ng before breaking fast with the peopl e at Sekol ah Menengah
Sai ns Machang i n Labok, Dr Mahathir criticised certain quarters who
clained to be upholding the Islam c struggle but failedtoreflect it in
their actions.

He sai d he was saddened by the actions of these groups who openly defied
I sl anmi ¢ teachi ngs by spreadi ng untruths and hum | i ating ot hers.

Dr Mahat hir sai d even during Ramadan when Mislins were supposed to
refrain frombad nmout hi ng ot hers, these groups kept doing so after the
terawi h prayers.

He said they had the right to exercise their freedomof speech but being
Muslinms, they were obliged to adhere to the Islam c tenets. "As Misli ns,
we shoul d be able to differentiate a gemfromgl ass. They nmay appear to be
gens but inreality they are not."

He said the peopl e should not blindly foll ow such | eaders. "W have the
right to correct the imamif he nmakes m stakes during prayers. |If a |l eader
continues to do wong after his m stakes have been poi nted out, we should
stop supporting him"

He said there was no point in tal king about |slamc brotherhood if the
actual intention was to create aninosity.

( END)



	BN can win Kelantan `if all members work hard' (NST 15/01/1999)

