24/ 02/ 1999

BN candi dates to be named on eve of noni nation day

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - The nanes of Barisan Nasional candi dates for the
Sabah State polls will be announced on the eve of nom nati on day on March
2

Chief Mnister and State BN chairman Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said he
woul d rai se the i ssues of the selection of candi dates and al | ocati on of
seats with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad i n Kual a Lunpur
t onor r ow.

Donpok left for the Federal capital today to acconpany Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai for the Rul ers' Conference.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukamis al so schedul ed to neet Dr
Mahat hir tormorrow to di scuss the Iist of Umo candi dates for the
el ections.

As the only MislimBum putera-based BN conponent party in Sabah, Umo is
expected to contest in nost of the Muslimmejority constituencies.

O the 48 State seats, 26 are MislimBum put era-dom nat ed
constituencies, 12 non-Musli mBuni putera, six Chinese and four m xed.

Al the nine State BN conponent parties were set up along racial |ines
and as such the racial conposition of a constituency is a factor when
deciding on the allocation of seats.

Besi des Umo, the other State BN conponents are Parti Denokrati k Sabah,
Sabah Progressive Party, Angkatan Keadil| an Rakyat, Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah, Liberal Denocratic Party, MCA, Gerakan and M C.

PDS, PBRS and Akar are Kadazandusun-based whi|l e SAPP and LDP are
Chi nese- based.

In the dissolved State Legislative Assenbly, Umo had 21 nmenber, PDS
(11), SAPP (five), Akar (three), PBRS (two) and MCA (one).

The opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah had four nmenbers and t he renai ni ng
was an i ndependent.

Osu, who i s Sabah Umo |iaison committee chief, and other State Umo
| eaders had said the party would like to contest in 25 of the Muslim
majority seats.

The constituenci es are Banggi, Bengkoka, Usukan, Sul aman, Likas,

Pet agas, Kawang, Pantai Mani s, Bongawan, Kual a Penyu, Klias, Lunmadan,
Si ndum n, Sugut, Sungei Sibuga, Sekong, Sukau, Kuamut, Kunak, Lahad Datu,
Sul abayan, Senal | ang, Bal ung, Merotai and Kal abakan.

The PDS i s eyei ng Mobyog, Tanparuli, Kiulu, I nanam Ranau, Kundasang,
Tambunan, Tandek, Kedamai an, Kuarmut and Kual a Penyu.

It is learnt that Umo and PDS have yet to arrive at a conpromn se on
their dispute for the Kuanmut and Kual a Penyu seats which are Muslim
Bum putera majority constituencies follow ng the creation of the new
el ecti on boundari es.

The i ncunbent Assenbl ynmen for Kuanmut and Kual a Penyu are PDS vi ce-
presi dent Datuk Joseph Saang and PDS secretary-general Datuk Wences
Anggang respectively.

The SAPP i s hoping to contest in Likas, Senbul an, El opura, Tanjong
Papat, Karanmunting and Sri Tanj ung.

The Li kas seat, whose i ncunbent is SAPP presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee
is also targeted by Umo as it is a MuslimBum putera majority area.

Akar president Datuk Pandi kar Amin Miulia said his party would like to
defend i ts Tenpasuk, Mel al ap and Mat unggong seats, while PBRSis ai m ng
for the Bingkor, Pensiangan and Kermabong seats.



The LDP i s | obbying for the Kudat and Senbul an seats, while MCA has nade
no secret of its intention to contest in Api-Api, Sri Tanjung and
Kar amunt i ng.
( END)
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