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BN confi dent of victory with wi nning bl end of candi dat es
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I N the general elections five years ago, a good nunber of corporate
figures and busi nessnmen nmanaged to get their names i nto the nom nation
lists of political parties, particularly the Barisan Nasional (BN), to
contest in the polls.

At the tinme, the country's econony was vi brant and the presence of these
busi nessnmen into the world of politics were nore or | ess expected.
Furthernore, the increasing invol verent of corporate people in party
politics, especially in Umo, has been evident for sone tine, largely a
by- product of increasing prosperity in Ml aysia.

Mal aysi a' s econony was at its best during that el ection. Being a

busi nessnen, these corporate figures were an advantage as they had no
difficultiesinexplainingtotheir constituents on howthe political
party had succeeded i n devel opi ng the country.

The econonmy was a strong factor behind the rakyat's support then for the
ruling party BN. It is still an inmportant factor as the political party
has succeeded in pulling the country's out of recession this year. As
such, the nomi nation |ists for 10th general el ections, scheduled for this
Novenber 29th, are still filled up with names of candi dates who are
successful in the world of business.

Nevert hel ess, several nanes of busi nessnen were dropped to be repl aced
with nore suitable corporate figures or popul ar acadeni ci ans, as a tough
fight is expected to energe in the com ng general el ections.

For an exanpl e, econonist Datuk Dr Kanmal Salih, who won the
Parlianmentary seat for Wangsa Maju in 1995, has been replaced in the
com ng general el ections w th Datuk Zul hasnan Mohd Rafi g a wel | - known
figure in the corporate sector.

Prinme Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said
the party will be fiel ding popul ar and capabl e candi dates for the 10th
general el ections.

When the BN nonmination lists were finally unveiled, it reveal ed that the
novenent had conme out with a line-up of new faces and experienced

candi dates to ensure a two-third majority wn.

Fresh faces nmake up about a third of the 587 candi dates who will be
signing up to contest for the 14-party coalition. The BNis contesting all
the 193 parliamentary seats and 394 state seats.

The newconer s’ background ranges fromprof essi onal s and admi ni strators

t o busi nessnmen and those with religi ous know edge - a winning bl end that
BN is confident that will bring victory to the party. Anong themare

Uni versiti Malaya history | ecturer Prof Madya Dr Mahadzir Mohaned Khir,
former Uusan Mel ayu journalist Rosnah Majid and | nsani ah I nstitute head
Prof Datuk Dr O hman | shak.

In capitalising froma candidate's popularity, BN has decidedto field
its candi dates on their respective homeground.

Former Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hami d Pawanteh will contest
t he Kangar Parliamentary seat in the general el ection, a seat which he
once hel d.

Fornmer Information Mnister Datuk Rais Yatimwi || al so be contesting for
his honme turf of Jel ebu Parlianentary seat. He held the seat when he was
with Umo but failed to defend it when he contested as a Parti Ml ayu
Senmangat 46 (S46) candidate in the | ast two general el ections. S46 has
since been dissolved and its nmenbers absorbed i nto Umo.



Anot her BN candi date who wi Il be contesting at his traditional
constituency is fornmer Deputy Works M ni ster Dat uk Zai nal Abi din Zin, who
wi Il have a go at the Bagan Serai Parlianmentary seat in the el ection next
week. Zai nal Abidin who was previously with S46 failed to defend t he Bagan
Serai seat when he stood as the S46 candi date.
Fornmer parlianentary secretary of the Culture, Arts and Touri smM nistry
Dat uk Abdul Rahman Sul i man, dropped in the 1995 general el ections, is back
to contest his once Parit Buntar parlianentary seat.
Fi el ding new faces is apparent in the Oppositions' nom nation |ists.
Thi s goes without saying for the new y-forned Parti Keadil an Nasi onal .
The 10t h general el ections nom nation |ists al so showed that the
Oppositionis unitedin preventing the BNfromachieving its objective of
getting a two-third majority.
Under the banner of Barisan Alternative, the Oppositions are Keadil an,
the Parti |slamSeMal aysia (PAS), the Denpcratic Action Party (DAP) and
t he Mal aysi an People's Party.
For the first time, the Opposition closed ranks behi nd conmon candi dat es
to ensure nostly strai ght contests agai nst candi dates fromBN. I n the 152
of 193 parlianentary constituencies, it will be one-on-one contests
bet ween the Barisan and the Qpposition.
BNis confident that the bl end of busi nessnen, acadeni ci ans, econoni sts
and professionals inits line-up for the polls is potent enough to get the
j ob done.
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