01 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Support
BN DOES NOT WANT BLI ND SUPPORT FROM PECPLE- DR MAHATH R

PULAU PINANG July 1 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said toni ght the Bari san Nasional wants the people to realise the
reasons for supporting the Barisan Nasional

"The BN does not want blind support as this will not bring any good.
They shoul d understand the reasons for supporting the BN," he said when
speaki ng at a neet-the-people session at the International Sports Arena
(Pisa) here

Bl i nd support had brought no good to the supporters of severa
opposition parties in the country, he said.

By preventing PAS supporters fromlistening to the exlanations of
others, the m nds of PAS supporters were no better than "wooden barrel s" as
they were closed to the views of others.

"This is because PAS | eaders are afraid that their supporters wll
beconme influenced by the truth which will be told to them by Umo or BN
| eaders, " he said.

Thi s was one reason why PAS supporters had becone fanatics, Dr Mhathir
added.

This was the same with the DAP which was expelling its nenbers just
because they had the courage to criticize the Secretary CGeneral LimKit
Si ang whom t hey consi dered a dictator

However there were DAP nenbers who could think and take the necessary
action such as leaving the party and joining conponent parties of the BN
such as the MCA and Gerakan as they realised that the BN struggl e was
far-sighted.

Dr Mahathir said he wanted the people to understand that the two-thirds
majority in Parlianent was needed not just to enable the Government to
amend the | aws.

"What is inportant is that it will provide the government with strength
to i npl enent various devel opment projects w thout being grid-Iocked by
obj ections fromthe opposition,” he said.

He said all governnent devel opment progranmes were not just for
tomorrow or the next 10 years but for the next 30 years or so like the
Vi sion 2020 whi ch was expounded in 1991

Vari ous devel oprment projects being inplenmented woul d serve the
interests of the nation over an unspecified period of time in the future.

The KL International Airport for instance had been planned and built to
serve the nation for the next 100 to 200 years in view of its size.

The sane thing with the new capital, Putrajaya, and the new township of
Cyberjaya and the Informati on Technol ogy policy which would bring Ml aysia
into the future informati on age, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the two-third majority in Parlianent had al so hel ped
t he governnment handl e vari ous probl ens and chal | enges since achi eving
i ndependence.

Wth the solid support fromthe people, the governnent had been able to
ensure that the country recoverd fromthe comruni st insurrection
I ndonesi an Confrontation, fromthe May 13 incident and the economc
recession in 1980/ 81.

However the biggest chall enge faced by the nation was the economc
nmel t down follow ng the specul ative attacks by currency traders and their
attacks on the Mal aysi an stock market, he said.
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