18 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Zhu Rongi
BN DOES NOT NEED FOREI GN SUPPORT TO W N ELECTI ONS, SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that the incunbent Barisan Nasional government does not need
any foreign assistance to be returned to power in the Nov 29 general
el ection.

He di sm ssed clainms by the DAP that the BN woul d capitalise on Chinese
prem er Zhu Rongi's visit to Malaysia next week to win votes fromthe
Chi nese el ectorate.

"If he (DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang) is suggesting that | told
Prem er Zhu Rongi that please conme and support nme... well we don't ask for
foreign support for our elections,” he told |local newspaper editors at his
of fice here today.

"He (the Chinese Premier) is a valued friend. | can spare the tine so |
don't think why | should (cancel the neeting),"” Dr Mhathir said.

Dr Mahathir said that since his Chinese counterpart would be on his way
to Manila for the Asean informal summit, he did not want to spoil Zhu
Rongi ' s schedul e "by saying |I'm having an el ection".

" If he wants to conme, we are ready to receive him O course we wll
have to curtail certain programes but they are quite happy to accept
that," said Dr Mahathir.

Zhu Rongi is scheduled to visit Ml aysia begi nning Monday as part of a
tour of the region before attending the Manila informal summit starting Nov
24.

Meanwhil e in KOTA TINGE, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar
said Dr Mahathir and Zhu woul d di scuss bilateral political, econom c and
i nvestment issues besides international matters.

Speaking to reporters, Syed Ham d said i nvestnent could feature
promnently in the tal ks between the two | eaders given China's inpending
i nvestnment in a pulp and paper project in Sabah and the anticipated inflow
of nore Mal aysi an capital into China.

"We believe the visit would be a fruitful one ahead of Zhu's attendance
at the Asean informal summit in Manila,"” Syed Ham d said.

As for international issues, Syed Ham d said the dispute over the
Spratlys, which involved China and four Asean states, may or may be not be
di scussed.

Mal aysi a and China are anong six nations which are claimng the
Spratlys, a group of islands said to be rich in oil and gas, either partly

or whol ly.
The ot her clainmants are Brunei, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vi et nam
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