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Mahat hi r - BN
BN ENSURED BUM PUTERAS BENEFI TED FROM ECONOM C WEALTH, SAYS DR M

LABUAN, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
toni ght the Barisan Nasional (BN) ensured that the Bum puteras benefited
fromthe country's econom c wealth while the non-Buniputeras had a role in
politics and government.

The prime mnister said by sharing the country's wealth and
participating in the country's adm nistration, the governnent could ensure
peace and devel opnent .

Thi s had enabl ed Malaysia to enmerge as the world' s 17 biggest trading
nation, he said.

"Only in 1969, there were racial riots in our country and because of
that the westerners said there will be no peace in Ml aysia and cannot
devel op forever," he said when addressing a | eader-w th-the-people
gat hering at the Labuan Square here.

About 10, 000 people fromall walks of |life attended the gathering held
in conjunction with his one-day visit to this duty-free Federal Territory
i sland and off-shore financial centre.

Dr Mahathir said the I esson |earnt fromthe May 13 incident was the
Bum puteras did not reap the benefits fromthe country's econom c wealth
whi l e the non-Bumi puteras wanted a role in politics and the country's
admi ni stration.

"Hence, the BN cane up with a policy to ensure all Ml aysi ans coul d
taste the country's wealth and adm ni ster the country together. BN ensured
that the Bum puteras ventured into economic activities while
non- bum puteras in politics,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir also stressed the inportance of the people giving the BN
and the prime mnister a clear mandate to run the country.

Wthout a strong mandate fromthe people, it was inpossible for a prine
mnister, no matter how intelligent or brave he can be, to do anything to
devel op the country, he said.

"Wth a strong support fromthe people, a prime mnister will be bold
enough to do whatever is good for the country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people's support was very crucial and with their
strong support, the country had attai ned remarkabl e progress including
wi t hstandi ng the attacks by the rogue currency specul ators.

"Qur econony has recovered given the people's firmsupport... we are
not boasting that we are clever and brave but to prove to the world that we
can protect our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said Labuan was nade a federal territory not because
the federal governnment wanted to have many territories but nerely to
develop this island for the people' s well-being.

Since becomng a federal territory, the federal governnent had spent
nmore than RML billion to devel op various infrastructure facilities for the
peopl e such hospital and roads.

" W want to turn the whole island into a park and this neans, the
people here will live in a park... a living environnment that cannot be
found in other parts of the country,” he said.

The peopl e of Labuan woul d be anong the nost fortunate in Ml aysia when
all the devel opnent plans for the island were inplenented, he added.
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