18 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Chi nese
BN EXPECTS EVER STRONGER CHI NESE SUPPORT | N PCLLS

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he is convinced of the governing Barisan Nasional coalition
getting ever stronger support fromthe Chinese conmmunity in the Nov 29
general el ection.

"Everywhere | go, they all say openly they appreciate what the
government has done. They say we are with you," he told | ocal newspaper
editors at his office in Putrajaya today.

The prime mnister said the Chinese conmmunity had al ways contri buted
much by not being extrene in their demands.

They were willing to make sacrifices as nuch the other comunities were
willing to make sacrifices.

"I think both the MCA and Gerakan are today much stronger mainly
because the Chinese comunity, which is largely the business conmunity,
appreci ates the managenent of the econony by the governnent,"” said Dr
Mahat hir .

"You see conpani es today nmaking profit sometinmes as much as seven tines
nore than they did |ast year or nore than they ever did.

"So conpanies are doing very well, business is good. The econony is
vi brant again,"” he said.

The Chinese conmunity appreciated this and they woul d support the BN
regardl ess of whether it is represented by the MCA or Cerakan, he said.

He hoped the Chinese conmunity would not nake a distinction between the
MCA and Gerakan because the Ml ay conmunity and Umo woul d support all BN
candi dates, irrespective whether they were from Gerakan, MCA or MC

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence of the BN getting strong support
fromthe Indian comunity.

"W have done a lot for the Indian community but of course those who
are not happy will always say well the Indian comunity gets nothing and
all that.

"Sonetinmes when | go to a professional neeting, | see Indians only, |
don't see Malays, | don't see Chinese, so they nust be doing quite well,"
he added.
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