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BN faces toughest battle in Kel antan

Lokman Mansor; Fadzil Ghazal

KELANTAN, hore of dikir barat and the wau, is the only opposition-
controll ed state i n Mal aysi a, and an exanpl e that denocracy is alive and
well in the country.

The state is also said to be where Barisan Nasional (BN) faces its
toughest battle in the Novenber 29 general el ections when it hopes to
regai n control

Pas has governed Kel antan si nce 1990, foll ow ng a decade under BN rul e.
Pas al so ruled the state between 1959 and 1978.

Prime M nister and BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad travel | ed
to the state yesterday for a one-day working visit and had a cl osed-door
neeting with the state BN el ecti on nachi nery.

The el ection canpaign in Kelantan is centred on the state's devel opnent.
The BN cl ai ns Pas has failed to bring any beneficial devel opnent to the
Kel ant an peopl e, while Pas insists that it has achieved alot for the
peopl e.

"Kel antan's greatest asset is its people. They are hardworKki ng,
industrial, entrepreneurial, and go-getters. Unfortunately, the best
peopl e cannot thrive in Kelantan," says Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahmad, Ml aysia's
Speci al Envoy to the United Nations.

Many Kel ant anese nmigrate to other states in the Peninsulain search of
greener pastures, said Kel antan-born Abdul | ah, who was twice el ected
Menber of Parlianent, for Machang in 1974 and Kok Lanas in 1986.

"I know a Kelantan girl, the grand-daughter of an Imamin Pasir Puteh.
She went to Princeton and Harvard. She coul d never get a job in Kel antan
with that degree. There is no place for her. Now she is working in Kual a
Lunmpur, " he said.

Bot h BN and Pas have i ssued separat e suppl enentary mani festos for the
state.

The Pas mani festo outlines the party's achi evenents since taking over
the state administration in 1990, which includes the introduction of the
Syari ah Penal Code (I1) in 1993.

The code covers the controversial Hudud Law whi ch the DAP, Pas' ally in
the Opposition, strongly objects to. For non-Mislins, the manifesto
guarantees the freedomto practise their own religion and culture.

Pas wants to i npl ement a systemof justice based on Islamc
jurisprudence. It prom ses to continue to study, anal yse, anend and adapt
exi sting enactments in the state constitutionto ensure they are in
keeping with I sl amprinciples.

The BN mani festo for Kel antan, neanwhil e, pl edges to overcone "all ki nds
of ills" plaguingthe state, including poverty, unenpl oynent, mgration,
hi gh divorce rate, water shortage, | ow status of wonen, |inited business
opportunities, lack of |ow cost housing, and primtive basic
infrastructure

The BN promni ses to provi de bal anced education at all levels and to equip
school s with hostels, libraries, science |laboratories, and ot her
facilities, and send trai ned teachers there. There will al so be a
progranme to provide 15 conputers for each school .

O her salient points of the BN nanifesto are the establishnent of a

uni versity, expansion of informati on and comuni cati on technol ogy,

provi sion of adequate water supply for all, increasing business and

enpl oynment opportunities, housing for the |l owincome group and uplifting



the status of womnen.

Umo |iaison conmittee chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has al so gi ven an
assurance that BNwill rejuvenate the business sector to spur economnic
activities in Kelantan once the coalition forms the newstate governnent.
According to the Statistics Departnment's State Databank for 1998,

Kel antan's GDP per capita in 1997 was RW2, 081, the | owest of Mal aysi an
states. The highest was Sel angor's with RMB, 623.

O the total nunber of manufacturing establishnments in Ml aysi a,

meanwhi | e, only about 3.1 per cent are | ocated i n Kel antan, accounting for
only 0.5 per cent of total gross output value for the manufacturing
sector.

Kel antan has 97.9 hospital beds for every 100, 000 popul ati on, agai nst

t he national average of 197.9; and a tel ephone penetration rate of 7,046.1
residential subscribers per 100, 000 popul ati on (Ml aysi a: 13, 892.5).
There were 404 primary schools and 115 secondary schools in Kelantan in
1996, with the nunber of students per teacher of 21.5 and 16.9,
respectively.

"I'f BNwins in Kelantan, | amsure they will use all the Kel antan

tal ents outside the state nowto help developit. It could becone anot her
Johor or Sel angor," Abdul | ah sai d.

And yet, it is said that Pas remains popul ar, | argely because nost

Kel ant anese have becone content with their |lives. They have food on the
tabl e, shelter, and religi ous | eadershi p under Pas.

But then, as the BN has pointed out, inproving one's econony and
standard of livingis alsorequired by Islam and wi Il nmake t he Umah
stronger.

Therein lies the challenge for BN. There is very little doubt that BN
can bring nore devel opnent to the state, but the people will have to want
it.
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