11/12/ 1999

BN | eaders: Line-up has good nmix of experience and new tal ent

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Barisan Nasional conponent party | eaders today
described the new Cabi net |ine-up as a bl end of experienced and new
tal ent.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who was retained as
Transport Mnister, said he was happy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had chosen a bal anced t eam

Dr Ling said as far as the MCA was concerned, Dr Mahathir had given the
party's young | eaders opportunities to gain experience in the Governnent.

These | eaders, he said, would work closely with guilds and associ ati ons
as well as other BN parties to fulfil their el ection promi ses.

Ger akan presi dent Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, re-appointed as Primary
Industries Mnister, saidthe Cabinet had highly qualified menbers that
woul d I ead the country into the new mllennium

"The Prine Mnister al so nade a wi se deci si on by retaini ng some nenbers
like Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul
Ham d O hman. W need such experienced people to |l ead the country, " he
sai d.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel |l u said the new appoi nt mrents woul d
further strengthen the Governnent machi nery and bring t he necessary
changes in order to bring further devel opnent to benefit the people.

He sai d the changes were necessary in line with the devel opnment taki ng
place in the country.

As for his re-appointnment as Wrks M nister, Samy Vel |l u thanked Dr
Mahat hir for the confidence placed in him

"I consider this as a key role in the nation's infrastructure
devel opnent and | pledge to do ny best in fulfilling ny responsibilities,"”
he told reporters at the Works M nistry today.

As for the appointnment of M C candi dates, Sany Vellu said his request
for an M C Deputy Mnister to be upgraded to a M ni ster was not consi dered
because Dr Mahat hir had sai d he was not expandi ng t he Cabi net.

I n Johor Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman t hanked Dr
Mahat hir for appointing young |l eaders fromthe State to the Cabinet.

Ghani said this was a recognition of their ability to contribute at
national |evel.

"This is a chance for the young bl ood to serve the country. On behal f of
the Johor BN, | thank the Prinme M nister for the gol den opportunity given
to them" he said.

The "young" ones Ghani was referring to include Datuk H shamuddi n Tun
Hussei n (Youth and Sports M nister), Khal ed Nordin (Deputy WrKks
M ni ster), Abdul Latiff Ahmad (Deputy Human Resources M nister), Dr Robia
Dat uk Kosai (Land and Co-operative Devel opment M nistry parlianmentary
secretary) and Hashi ml snai | (Finance M nistry parlianmentary secretary).

Wth their appointnments, Ghani said there were 11 Menbers of Parlianent,
out of 20 fromJohor, now attached to various mnistries.

I n Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon congratul ated Dr
Mahat hi r for appoi nting a good m x of "experienced ol d faces" and "new and
gifted" | eaders.

Thi s conbi nati on, he said, reflected a "mature, acconplished and
proficient" teamcapabl e of assisting Dr Mahathir and his deputy in
nati on-bui | di ng and | eadi ng Mal aysi ans i nto the 21st century.

"It is a teamof "“kawan-kawan |lama' (old friends)," he told a Press



conference at his office in Kontar.

Concedi ng that the appoi ntnent of Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad as Educati on
M ni ster was "unexpected", Koh said:

"It is a wise choice as Musa's experience as forner vice-chancellor of
Universiti Sains Malaysia will be a definite plus in dealing with
educational natters."”

Koh al so expressed his pleasure that four Penang politicians - Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi , Koh's former Deputy Datuk Seri Mohd Shari ff
Omar, Bukit Bendera MP Chi a Kwang Chye and Bayan Baru MP Wng Kam Hoong -
are included in the new |ine-up.

Meanwhi | e, Datuk Law H eng D ng who has been retained as Sci ence,
Technol ogy and Envi ronnment M ni ster said he woul d continue to do his best
in discharging his duties.

He woul d now be able to continue with the progranmes and activities
pl anned for the protection of the environnent and the devel opnent of
sci ence and technol ogy.

( END)
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