20/ 11/ 1999
BN i ne-up a potent blend (HL)

Syed Nadzri

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Barisan Nasional, seeking a fresh nmandate in the
10t h general election, came out withits conplete |ist of candi dates today
with a |line-up showi ng a good bl end of new bl ood and experience.

Fresh faces nmake up about a third of the 587 candi dates who will be
signing up to contest for the 14-party coalition when nom nations are
called tomorrow. The BNis contesting all the 193 parlianentary and 394
State seats.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad will be defending the
Kubang Pasu seat, his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi the Kepal a
Bat as seat while first Finance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n i s stayi ng put
i n Merbok.

The newconers, backgrounds rangi ng fromprofessionals and adnini strators
t o busi nessnen and those with religi ous know edge, are expected to provi de
the depth required for another wi nning conbi nation for the BN

Anong themare Universiti Mal aya history | ecturer Prof Madya Dr Mahadzir
Mohaned Khir, former Utusan Mel ayu j ournal i st Rosnah Majid and | nsani ah
Institute head Prof Datuk Dr Gsnan | shak who are all contesting in Kedah.

O hers include doctors Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen i n Raub and Dr Ahmad Shukri
Ismail in Pulau Tawar (Pahang). There is also a civil engineer in Mhd
Sof fi Abdul Razak, who will contest in Benta and a | awyer Wan Rosni Zahari
(Hul u Jenpol ) while Abdul Hali mMat Yunan (Tahan), Tengku Faris Tengku
Razl an (Batu Tal amj and Chan Choon Fah are teachers.

The list also confirns that three nmore MBs - Tan Sri Sanusi Junid
(Kedah), Tan Sri Isa Samad (NS) and Dat uk Shahi dan Kassi m(Perlis) - have
been renoninated to contest state seats.

They joi n Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman (Johor), Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar Ahnad
(Terengganu), Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob (Pahang) and Dat uk Seri Abu Hassan
Omar (Sel angor) and Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon - who
could all remain at the helmif they win.

The st ewar dshi p of the Perak and Mal acca St ate Gover nnents however will
see changes irrespective of the outcone of the polls because Perak Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib and Mal acca Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Abu
Zahar |snin have been noved to contest federal seats.

Several posers were also finally answered with the rel ease of the list.
Armong t hem

* Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri HalimAli is not standing
for the el ection;

* neither is Inmgration Director-General Datuk Aseh Che Mat and
Nat i onal Sports Council Director-Ceneral Datuk Wra Mzl an Ahnad;

* former Deputy Prinme M nister Tun Ghafar Baba, who was earlier
speculated to be retiring frompolitics, is contesting.

Ghafar noves fromthe Jasin parlianentary seat to Batu Berendam al so a
parlianentary seat,

* former Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmi d Pawanteh i s making a
coneback to politics as a candi date for the Kangar parlianentary seat;

* in Kedah, former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsman Arof f and Deputy Human
Resources M nister Datuk Dr Affifuddin Ormar are anong t hose dropped;

* in Negri Senbilan, former Information Mnister Datuk Rais Yati mhas
been confirnmed for the Jel ebu seat and Genenceh Assenbl yman Dat uk Waad
Mansor, who was acquitted of corruption charges recently, is defending his
seat; and,



* in Johor, former Information M nister Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahnmat has
been dropped but Backbenchers C ub presi dent Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad wi Il be
defending his Parit Sul ong parliamentary seat.

There was specul ation earlier that he woul d be dropped.

Conspi cuously m ssing fromthe Johor list is former Welfare M nister
Dat uk Shahrir Abdul Sanad.
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