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BN MAY RETAIN TWO- THI RDS MAJORITY | N THE GENERAL ELECTI ON, SAYS MJURRAY

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- The National Justice Party (Keadil an)
may grab five to six parlianmentary seats in the Nov 29 general election
but the so-called Alternative Front that includes PAS, DAP and PRM may not
be strong enough to chip away at the Barisan Nasional's two-thirds
majority.

This was predicted by the new Washi ngt on bureau chief of the Far
Eastern Econonic Review (FEER), Miurray Hi ebert, here Wednesday.

"People are angry and there is a ot of synpathy for the
opposition...but (the Alternative Front) remain untested and voters are not
sure if they can hold it together," said H ebert who was inprisoned in
Mal aysi a for 30 days on contenpt charges stenmming froman article he wote
about defamation |awsuits in Ml aysia which appeared in the FEER

The Mal ays "are not mad at the party, but only one man. They'l
probably vote Umo," he contended.

At a luncheon organi sed by the Freedom Forum Mirray, who was rel eased
on Cct 11, said the recovering econony was hel ping the BN and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is still viewed as "the architect
of trenmendous econom ¢ grow h"

In an interviewwi th TV3, Dr Mahathir expressed confidence that the BN
will again win a two-thirds majority with nore than 128 parlianentary seats
in the upcom ng 10t h general election

A total of 193 parlianentary and 394 state seats will be contested.

H ebert said he did not expect Keadilan, "which is spread very thin on
the ground,” to disappear after the general election because "they're in

this for the long haul. If they get five to six seats, they've done well".
He noted that Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahims wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
VWan |Ismail, who | eads Keadilan, initially appeared "nervous and

inarticulate,” but "she has becone nore articulate the last tine |
i nterviewed her".

As for Anwar, Hi ebert said that it would be very difficult for the
former deputy prime mnister and finance mnister to nake a politica
coneback as he would be in his 60s if he had to serve out his sentences for
corruption and possi bly sodony.

"I't would be very difficult for himto make a coneback but not
i npossible ...unless the opposition wins and gets the King (Yang di-Pertuan
Agong) to pardon him" said Hiebert.

Anwar, who was sacked on Sept 2, last year was later arrested and tried
on corruption charges and sentenced to six years in jail. He is currently
on trial for sodony.

H ebert, who would like to revisit Ml aysia sone day, also gave a vivid
account of his brief stay in prison which he found "shocki ng" after
realising that he had lost his freedom his privacy and his nane.

"At Sungai Bul oh (Prison) | was just BSB1366/99HL...it was
dehumani si ng, " he said.

Later, when asked in a television studio recording called "Inside
Medi a" at Newseum if he had a fair trial in Malaysia, H ebert said anybody
who had been through a trial would not say that they had a fair trial, but
he added, if he had to go through it again, he would like to stand trial in
an Anerican court and be sent to a Malaysian prison to serve out his
sent ence.

He said that he was well treated by other prisoners and prison guards



in Mal aysia whom he believed to be nostly synpathetic to Anwar and his
cause.

He said that he would probably have been abused in the nore viol ent
Ameri can prison systens.
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