16/ 07/ 1999

BN on alert for changes in voters' addresses

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Barisan Nasi onal el ection machi nery has been
put on alert to | ook out for changes in voters' addresses when the

el ectoral rolls for newvoters are displayed for public inspectionin
Sept enber .

Bari san Nasi onal secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat sai d t oday
that the coalition had informati on on attenpts by Pas to nove known BN
supporters out of "margi nal areas" and nove their own supporters in.

"This is to ensure that their strength increases. It is a naughty act
because the change is not known to the voter and i s done to weaken BN, "
Mohaned tol d reporters after a neeting with State BN secretaries here.

The two-hour neeting, held at the BN headquarters, was attended by 13
State BN secretaries.

Mohaned said the action by Pas was wi despread as the opposition party
felt it had a chance to secure power this tinme around.

Asked in which States the changes were made, he said they were mainly
confined to the northern States.

On what proof BN had that this was happeni ng, he said that information
woul d be forwarded when objecti ons were rai sed.

Mohaned al so said that inline with the BN constitution, there woul d be
a new line-up of BN division chairmen for the 192 parlianmentary
constituenci es.

He said a regi ster had been forwarded to the State BN chairnmen for their
endor senent before it was sent to the national BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad for his decision

Mohaned sai d there woul d not be many changes except for a few requests
made by conponent parties to have their nmenbers appoi nted.

"The appointrment will last for two years fromAug 1 this year till July
31, 2001," he said, adding that the sanme exercise would apply for State BN
secretaries.
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