17/ 09/ 1999

BN parties told to support one anot her

LABUAN, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad today cal |l ed on Bari san
Nasi onal conponent parties to support all candi dates fromthe coalition,
irrespective of the party of origin.

The Prime M nister said menbers of conponent parties shoul d not view BN
candi dates as com ng fromindi vidual parties.

Speaking to reporters after a cl osed-door neeting with Labuan BN
conmponent party | eaders, he said: "It isinportant for all partiesto
support each other and win the election.”

During the hour-long neeting, Dr Mahathir said, he also briefed the 200
| eaders fromUmmo, Gerakan, MCA, and Sabah Progressive Party on the | at est
political devel oprments.

Dr Mahathir had earlier held a cl osed-door neeting with Labuan Umo
| eaders. Anmpbng those present at both functions were Mnister inthe Prine
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk Taj ol Rosli Chazali and Labuan MP Dat uk Abdol
Mul ok Awang Damit.

"I al so explained to themthe reasons for the expul sion of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimfromthe Governnment and party.

On the Qpposition, he said: "They are inciting the people to hate the BN
and me so they (the people) nust vote for them But the Qpposition has
nothing to offer to the people who will vote for them"

He sai d t he Labuan BN was aware of what the BN Governnent had done for
t he peopl e and was ready for the polls.

"At the Umo cl osed door neeting, | told themto prepare and foll ow
directives from(party) headquarters," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who arrived this norning, proceeded to the Financial Park
for the cl osed-door neeting with Labuan Umo.

At the Financial Park convention hall, he |l aunched a book entitled
Touri st and Busi ness Gui de and VCD on Labuan Tourism and the Labuan
Devel opnent Aut hority's honmepage.

Dr Mahat hir al so | aunched anot her book entitled Layang Layang: Drop in
the Ccean, on marine life at the Layang Layang group of islands by
Uni versity Mal aysi a Sarawak deputy vi ce-chancel or Prof Ghazally Ismail,

Ni chol as Pilcher and Steve QCakl ey.

Speaking to a large crowd that filled the Dataran Merdeka here toni ght
Dr Mahathir said all races in the country are represented in the
Gover nment t hrough the 14 BN conponent parties.

"All races now enjoy the fruits of unity brought about by the BN
Gover nient .

"No one can deny the success of the coalition in devel oping the
country."

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays, who at one tine felt that they were not
gi ven due opportunities in econom c devel opnent, were now enj oyi ng
economni ¢ stability.

The non-Mal ays, who at one tine felt |eft out of the country's political
mai nstream were now well-represented i n the Gover nnment.

He said with the unity and support fromthe nulti-racial population, the
BN woul d continue to bring devel opnment to the peopl e.

He acknow eged t he t housands who turned up toni ght, sayi ng he had never
seen such a big crowd i n Langkawi .

"Labuan is small er than Langkawi , but | have never seen a bi g gathering
like this in Langkawi," he said to | oud appl ause fromthe audi ence.



The Prine M nister will be attending functions at Lahad Datu, Tawau and

Kot a Ki nabalu tomorrow. He will launch a joint-venture project involving
the cultivation of 11, 000ha of oil pal min Bagahak, about 50kmfromLahad
Dat u.

The joint venture between State-owned Sawit G oup of Conpani es and
smal | hol ders i s under the Hardcore Poor Eradication Progranmme.
( END)
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