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BN pl edges greater progress for nation (HL)

Lokman Mansor

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad unveil ed | ast ni ght Bari san Nasional 's
mani festo for the Novenber 29 general el ections, highlighting 42 years of
Mal aysi a' s achi evenents at home and i nternationally under the coalition's
rule.

"Mal aysi a: Free, United, Successful", thetitle of the manifesto, tells
of the country's econom c, political and social progress that nakes it a
nodel for other nations and an audi bl e, respected voi ce on the gl oba

st age.

At the | aunch, which was attended by | eaders and supporters of the
parties in the coalition, the Prime M nister and BN chairrman cal |l ed on the
voters to all owthe BN Government to continue with the mandate to bring
even greater progress for the nation

"We want peopl e to understand what we have done and what we are going to
do .. we pronise what we can deliver," Dr Mahathir said.

The remar kabl e turnaround i n the econony, which slunmped with others in
the region as a resulf of the 1997 Asian currency crisis, is highlighted
as one of the | atest achi evenents of the BN. Hence, the I nternationa
Monetary Fund (I MF), the rogue currency traders, the selective capital
controls, threats of globalisation, and the econony's strong fundanental s
are nentioned or referred to in the manifesto.

Under Free, the manifesto |ists down 15 maj or achi evenents, i ncluding
the nation being free fromthe influence and control of major powers

i ncluding the International Mnetary Fund (I M), free fromindebt edness as
a result of borrowi ngs and aid, free fromattacks by rogue currency
traders, free to criticise the abuse of power by anyone in the

i nternatoi nal arena, and free frominterference by forei gn powers and
nmedi a.

Under United, the manifesto highlights 13 najor areas. It says

Mal aysi ans are united because of el enments that cause di sunity have been
bl unt ed and el i m nated t hrough t he New Economi ¢ Policy, because wealthis
distributed fairly, and because every citizenis given political freedom
Under Successful, the manifesto |ists eight maj or points on the econony,
six each on religion and politics, and ni ne each on soci al and foreign
policy.

On econony, Mal aysia is successful because it enjoys the highest

econom ¢ growt h anong devel opi ng countries, with a 30-year average of 7
per cent for gross donestic product (GDP) growth

Econom ¢ success al so takes the formof the Governnent's ability to

wi t hstand t he attacks by rogue currency traders, the country's strong
foreign reserves, nodern infrastructure, strong econonm c and fi nanci a
posi tion sans foreign aid, the Bum puteras' high | evel of econonic
participation, fair wealth distribution anmong the vari ous races, and hone-
grown policies to pronpbte econom c recovery.

The mani festo says Ml aysia is successful because Islamis the religion
of the state and i s extensively promoted, noting that |slam ¢ banki ng and
i nsurance systens have been i npl enent ed and have gai ned the faith of all
races and religions.

On the social front, the mani festo highlights BN s success in inproving
the quality of life, eradicating poverty, striking a balance in urban and
rural devel opment, and protecting the rights of workers.

It said Mal aysi a has al so been successful in fostering close



rel ationship with nei ghbouring countries, participating actively inthe
Uni ted Nations peace-keeping efforts, and taking part in international
debat es concerni ng t he econony, finance, trade and fair gl obalisation.
"Al'l these are possible due to the Barisan Nasional. The proof is seen
not just in one or two years but since | ndependence. The Bari san Nasi onal
| eadership is far-sighted. Vision 2020 is proof of that,"™ Dr Mahathir

sai d.

The mani festo said newideas will continue to be introduced and

i mpl enented to nake Mal aysi a out st andi ng anong the worl d' s achi evers.
"For all these achievenents the Barisan Nasional with all sincerity
expresses its appreciation and gratitude to the people for the support and
mandate given all this while to I ead this bel oved country.

The 20- page BN mani festo contai ns short sentences and col our phot ographs
on every page, depicting various achi evenents t hroughout the country's

hi story. The Opposition's mani festo | aunched | ast nmont h cont ai ns 44 pages
of text.

Dr Mahathir said the Qpposition parties can afford to make grand

promi ses because they realise they cannot win and will not have to keep
their word. The | anguage used is al so conplicated to obscure what they
actual Iy nean.

"We do not cow cheat in sone obscure | anguage so that |ater on we can
wiggle out of it. We are not wiggling out of anything. W are prom sing
what we can do," he said.
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