25/10/ 1999
BN pl edges peace, unity, prosperity (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Sarban Si ngh; Patvinder Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Speaking at a packed National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad toni ght said the Bari san Nasi onal has
succeeded in transformng the nation froma backward country into one fast
approachi ng devel oped nati on st at us.

The Prime M nister, speaking at a grand cerenmony to mark the 25th
anni versary of the BN said only those who refused to see would fail to
acknow edge t he tangi bl e achi evenrents of the ruling coalition.

After urging the people to continue to support the Governnent, Dr
Mahat hir | ed | eaders of the coalition to take an oath where he decl ared
the BN s continued commitnent to | ead the nati on towards peace and
harnony, nore progress, stability and unity.

The BN al so declared its commtment to uphold the country's Constitution
and battl e agai nst extrem smand narrow beliefs. It prom sed to defend the
country's sovereign rights.

The oath read: "W record our sincere appreciation and thanks to the
peopl e for their support and the mandate they have given to us all this
while to |l ead the country to prosperity.

"On this note, the Barisan Nasional, in conjunction withits 25th
anni versary, hereby pl edges and promi ses to continue to defend the
country's i ndependence and sovereignty, to uphold the Constitution and the
princi pl es of Rukun Negara to ensure political stability and unity, so
that we can all continue to live in peace and harnony.

"W will strive to continue to develop this country through proper
pl anni ng and the i npl enent ati on of policies to bring greater prosperity to
the people at all levels and to achieve Vision 2020.

"W will also continue to fight any formof narrow nminded belief, racial
extrem smand chauvi nismfor the sake of religion, race and nati on.

"W are al so committed to uphold the dignity of the race and nation
t hr ough our achi evenents and ability to face the challenges in the new
mllenniumso that it woul d al ways be respected and emul ated by the worl d.

"Towards this, we aspire to win the trust of the people through deeds
and actions so that they will continue to support the Governnent in
realising the country's nobl e hopes and aspirations.”

Dr Mahathir arrived at the stadiumin a purple Proton Cabri ol et
acconpani ed by his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. He was net on
arrival by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , BN
secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat and conponent party | eaders.

The flag raising cerenmony which foll owed was carried |ive over radi o and
t el evi si on.

Dr Mahathir listed recent achi evenents by Mal aysi an i ndividuals in
conquering fear and inferiority conplex. N. Mohanadas and M Magendr an
were the first Malaysians to reach the summit of M Everest on May 23,
1997; 23 Mal aysi an parachutists nmade a free-fall junp onto the north pole
and | anded a Proton Wra, beconming the first teamof Asian sky divers to
touch down on the Polar cap on April 21, 1998; brothers Justin and Gerard
Read becane the first Malaysians to trek the | ast degree to the North Pole
on April 19, 1999; and Datuk Azhar Mansor conpl eted his sol o voyage round
the world on Aug 11, this year.

O her acconplishnments included the successful staging of the best-ever
Commonweal t h Ganes i n Sept enber | ast year and t he benchmark hosti ng of
Formula One Grand Prix in Sepang | ast week.



Dr Mahathir said the country was steadily noving towards devel oped
nation status.

However, he said, some parts of it had al ready been | abel | ed as such.

"It's not me who said that sone places in the country have attai ned
devel oped status. This is said by foreign tourists. When they arrive in
t he Federal capital, and having seen the devel opnent - the nodern
infrastructure, tall buildings, excellent facilities, the biggest sports
conplex in South East Asia - they say that Ml aysia should al ready be
categorised as a devel oped nation," he said.

He said it had al ways been the Governnent's intention to devel op the
entire country but this was not an easy task.

"Many countries have achi eved i ndependence |i ke us, but not many of them
have attai ned what we have done,"” he said.

Earlier, Abdullah, chairman of the night's organising conmttee, said
the BN s cl ear vi sion, phil osophy and dynam c programes had united nul ti-
raci al Mal aysi ans.

He said people fromall wal ks of |ife had benefitedfromthe programes
initiated by the 14-nmenber governing coalition.

The BN had nanaged to build a nation where the people lived in peace and
har mony, added Abdul | ah.

( END)



	BN pledges peace, unity, prosperity (HL) (NST 25/10/1999)

