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BN SWEEPS TO PONER W TH TWO- THI RDS MAJORI TY, LOSES TERENGGANU

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | ed the Bari san Nasional (BN) to another |andslide victory in the
general election with a two-thirds majority thrown in, but [ost control of
Terengganu to Parti |slam SeMal aysi a (Pas).

It ronped honme with 148 of the 193 parlianmentary seats contested, 20
nore than the two-thirds mark.

Pas, which contested the general election by partnering three other
opposition parties to take on the BN one-on-one in nost of the 193
parliamentary and 393 state seats at stake, was the biggest w nners anong
t he opposition front, Barisan Alternatif.

The party won 27 parlianmentary seats, nore than triple its previous
tally of eight, all gains made at the expense of Umo, the dom nant party
inthe BN led by Dr Mahathir, who was re-elected in the Kubang Pasu
constituency in his hone state of Kedah.

Pas al so retained the Kel antan state governnment for the third termwith
even bigger margins. It won 13 of the 14 parliamentary seats with the sole
BN survi vor being state Umo chief, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanrzah.

It won a record 41 of the 43 state seats, dispelling predictions that
the BN woul d west the state this tine.

Most astoni shing was the way Pas swept to power in Terengganu, which
carries with it the coveted annual oil royalty of at least RMA00 mllion
fromPetronas for the new Pas state governnent to spend. PAS won 28 of the
32 state seats and all the eight parliamentary seats in the state.

A stunned out goi ng Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahmad,
who has ruled the state for over 25 years, said he was shocked by the
def eat .

Concedi ng defeat, he said: " | accept defeat because it is the will of
t he people".

Despite the resounding two-thirds majority win, the polls also turned
out to be a costly affair for BN as four of its mnisters |ost.

They are Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister Datuk Megat Junid
Megat Ayob, Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister and Second Fi nance M nister
Dat uk Must apa Mohaned, Land Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa and
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman.

Several deputy ministers also failed to retain their seats. They are
all the three deputy ministers from Terengganu, Datuk Abu Bakar Daud, Datuk
Tengku Mahrmud Mansor and Datuk ldris Jusoh, and Datuk IbrahimAli from
Kel ant an.

Meanwhi | e PAS Ter engganu Conm ssi oner Abdul Hadi Awang asked the people
of Terengganu to accept the results of the general election.

Thanki ng t he peopl e, including PAS workers for giving PAS the mandate
to rule the state, Abdul Hadi, who has been tipped to be the next Menteri
Besar of Terengganu, said:

"Let's work together to govern our state as best as we
could...hopefully we will get Allah's blessings.”

VWhen parlianment was dissolved on Nov 11 to pave the way for the snap
polls, the 14-party BN held 166 seats.

Dr Mahathir today announced that the BN won all the state governnents
with a two-thirds majority, except in Kelantan and Terengganu.

"W will formthe central government as soon as we get the official
results,” he said to even nore thunderous applause fromthe supporters who



had been waiting for hours for the returns to trickle in via television
screens.

Dr Mahathir, who led the BNinto his fifth general election in the 18
years he has been prine minister, canpaigned tirelessly during the election
with a strong nmessage to voters to give the BN a two-thirds majority.

A two-thirds majority is necessary to anend the Federal constitution
but Dr Mahathir had said many tinmes it was nore needed to provide a strong
government to take Malaysia into the new nmill ennium

Asked on the loss of the oil-rich state of Terengganu, he said: " W
win some, we |ose sone".

But he said the opposition also |ost sone of their big nanes |ike DAP
Secretary-General LimKit Siang and Vice Chairman Karpal Singh

This was Limls first ever defeat in a parlianmentary contest in his
ei ght general elections since 1969.

"So clearly BN is still the party of choice of the people of Mlaysia,"
he said.

Concedi ng defeat in Terengganu, held by the BN since 1961, and the BN s
failure to west Kelantan fromPas, Dr Mahathir said: " W have

unfortunately lost two states to the opposition. W will win it back the
next tine."

Meanwhil e, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, wife of former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim becane the torch-bearer for her husband
after his sacking and forned Parti Keadilan Nasional with some of the npst
staunchest allies.

Dr VWan Azizah, until recently a |lowprofile housew fe, becane Keadil an
president and easily won the Permatang Pauh parlianmentary seat which Anwar
won in the past four general elections.

Anwar was touted by the Barisan Alternatif as its candidate for prine
mnister if it came to power, but did not contest the election as he is
serving a six-year jail sentence for abuse of power.

Dr VWn Azizah in her first comments follow ng her victory, vowed to
address several issues.

In a phone-in terviewwith CNN, she said anong the issues were
corruption, abuse of power and the "fuzziness: between the |egislative and
t he executive in the Ml aysian system

WAn Azi zah said her victory nmeant that "the majority of voters have
clearly given ne a mandate." -- BERNANVA
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